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A Year of Society Grants

institution of higher education, such as postgraduate 
research days or one-day mini-symposia with a cross-
institutional or student focus. The Society awarded a 
total of £5000 to support events in 2012. 

The Sussex Drosophila Retreat, held on 30 July–2 
August, was one of the sponsored events supported 
in 2012. A particular theme of the workshop was 
to encourage postgraduate students and early 
career researchers to participate in discussions and 
informal presentations; the retreat took place in 
Herstmonceux Castle.

Undergraduate Student Prizes

Institutions are able to apply for an undergraduate 
prize to award to an exceptional undergraduate 
student that they feel deserves recognition. Winners 
of the prizes receive a certificate, one year’s free 
membership of the Society, and a host of goodies 
from the Society and Portland Press. These prizes 
are available through the Local Ambassador of 
the institution. For more information about your 
Local Ambassador, see www.biochemistry.org/
Membership/LocalAmbassadors.aspx

General Travel Grants

The Society awards travel grants of up to £750 
to Full, Early Career and Postgraduate members. 
The grants can be used by members with at least 
one year’s continuous membership to attend a 
scientific meeting anywhere in the world. During 
the last financial year, the Society awarded £77 000 
in General Travel Grants. You can read about the 
travels of some of the Biochemical Society members 
who have been awarded a Travel Grant in Travellers’ 
Tales on our website (www.biochemistry.org/Grants/
TravellersTales).

Student Bursaries

Postgraduate and undergraduate members can apply 
for a bursary of up to £300 to attend a Biochemical 
Society conference or Society-supported Independent 
Meeting. During 2012, the Society awarded almost 
£19 000 to students attending 25 events. For details of 
all Biochemical Society conferences in 2013, visit www.
biochemistry.org/conferences.

Each year, the Society awards almost £200 000 in grants, 
supporting our members at all stages of their career. Areas 
covered by our grants include summer studentships, 
outreach activities, attendance at scientific conferences 
and the sponsorship of events. Here I highlight just a few 
of the members that we have supported during 2012.

Sponsored Events Grants

New in 2012, these grants provide sponsorship of up 
to £500 to support single lectures or small events at an 

Rowena Mitchell (Conferences and Membership Officer)

University of Portsmouth Undergraduate Prize winner Ala Alenazi receiving her receiving her 
prize from Head of School Professor Matt Guille

Queen’s University Belfast Undergraduate Prize winner James Gill being presented with his 
award by Head of School Professor Christine Maggs
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Summer Vacation Studentships

Grants are available for stipends of £200 per week for 6–8 
weeks, and up to £1600 in total, to support an undergraduate 
student to carry out a summer laboratory placement.

The Society funded 50 Summer Vacation Studentships 
in 2012. To find out how some of the Students from this 
year got on, turn to the Student Focus section on page 36.

Scientific Outreach Grants

Funding of up to £1000 is available for innovative and 
engaging events or activities for school children, young 
scientists or the general public. The Society supported 
these projects to the tune of £10 000 in 2012. 

One such award supported the show ‘Everything 
about me’ which was run by Steve Rossington for schools 
and the general public. The science of the human body 
was showcased by highlighting, through a serious of 
spectacular chemistry demonstrations, the biological 
and chemical importance of the elements constituting 
the human body.

Another event, ‘The structure of biochemistry 
is sweet!’ involved activities for the general public 
and schools using marshmallows, slinkies, cocktail 
sticks and Toblerone (among other things) to help 
demonstrate the fundamental role of lipids, proteins, 
carbohydrates and DNA in everyday life. The practical 
activities were able to highlight the essential functions 
that these biomolecules perform in our bodies and 
our world. 

‘The Science of Disease’ was a workshop which 
aimed to introduce sixth form students to techniques 
used by scientists in the diagnosis and management 
of disease. One practical activity included staining 
blood smears for microscopic examination to identify 
and count different white blood cell populations 
and demonstrate their roles in defence. Attendees 
also carried out a colorimetric assay to determine 
the enzyme activity levels in patients admitted to  
A&E (emergency ward) following a suspected 
chemical terror attack, to show the effects of drugs 
on enzyme activity.

Gender Equality Grants

A new grant to 2012, the Society awarded three grants of 
£500 each for projects which support and address issues 
relating to gender inequality in science. If you have a 
project that may be eligible for one of these grants, make 
sure you apply next year. One of these awards funded 
three bursary places at the Cambridge Association for 
Women in Science and Engineering (CamAWiSE) 
Career Development Day for women who may not 
otherwise have been able to attend. 

Student Society Grants

Each year, the Society provides a number of small grants 
of £100 to support events organized by student societies 
relating to molecular bioscience. These events may be 
social events or more formal academic-related events such 
as a sponsored invited speaker. If you run a student society 
at your university, you could be eligible to apply. For more 
information, contact rowena.mitchell@biochemistry.org ■

Awardee Natalie Johnston at her studentship in the Salt laboratory at the University of Glasgow 

Why not apply for a grant to support your own activity, 
travel or research in 2013? Further information about the 
grants the Biochemical Society offers and how to apply  
for them can be found on the Society’s website  
(www.biochemistry.org/Grants).
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