Upcoming Events

85th Harden - Dynamic Membrane Complexes:
Respiration and Transport

28-31 August 2019, Gustav Stresemann Institute,
Bonn, Germany

Structural Mass Spectrometry of
Membrane Proteins
29-30 August 2019, Mary Ward House, London, UK

Lab-on-a-chip Technology in Biochemistry:
a Hands-on Workshop
12-13 September 2019, University of Hull, Hull, UK

Nanodomains in Cyclic Nucleotide Signalling
16-18 September 2019, Royal School of Mines,
Imperial College, London, UK

R for Biochemists 101
16 September, online course

Key aspects of modern drug discovery
17-18 October 2019, BioCity, Nottingham, UK

Cell Signaling and Intracellular Trafficking in
Cancer Biology: Interplay, Targeting & Therapy
21-24 October 2019, Molecular Biotechnology
Centre, Turin, Italy

Engineering recombinant proteins for
structural and functional studies
4-5 November 2019, CIWEM, London, UK

Maternal obesity and pre-eclampsia:
common pathways

5-6 November 2019, OBA Congress, Public Library
Amsterdam, Netherlands

Drug Repurposing
18-19 November 2019, IET Birmingham,
Birmingham, UK

Organ-on-a-Chip: Current Gaps and
Future Directions

2 December 2019, GSK's Medicines Research
Centre, Stevenage, UK

Public Event
Training Events and Courses

Scientific Meeting
Medal Lecture
(F) Free to attend

For more information:
www.biochemistry.org/Events

Meeting Reports

W) Check for updates

11-12 April 2019, Rauischholzhausen Castle, Germany

Sulfation pathways include the attachment of a
sulfate group to many different biomolecules.
At the SUPA meeting, the dynamic regulation
of steroid hormones was primarily discussed.
Talks about chemico-synthetic innovations
such as sulfated reference compounds and
enabling analytical technologies certainly
were among the most exciting new research
presented. Otherwise the ‘hidden star’ of the
meeting was steroid sulfatase (STS) and specific
STS inhibitors are on the rise as a research tool.
It is exciting times for research into sulfation
pathways as this conference was testament of
a growing and interdisciplinary community
where inputs from plant systems, synthetic
chemists and analytical ones help driving
innovation. The support from the Biochemical

1-3 April 2019, St Anne’s College, Oxford, UK

Following on from a successful first meeting
in March 2016, this was a timely conference
to update a multidisciplinary field on the
pathogenic role and therapeutic potential of
deranged BMP signalling in cancer.

Sessions on BMP signalling in normal
and transformed cells, cancer stem cells, brain
cancers and the tumour microenvironment
featured a mix of international leaders in
the field, alongside postdocs and students,
and lively flash talks stimulated interesting
discussions in the two poster sessions.

Society was used to endow a prize for the best
short talk to Anna-Katharina Hankele (ETH
Zurich) and to support our international
speaker Abby Collier (UBC Vancouver).
The venue was ideal for many in-depth
discussions that will certainly have sparked
future collaboration.

Martin Bergmann (University of Giessen,
Germany)

Joachim Geyer (University of Giessen,
Germany)

Jonathan Wolf Mueller (University of
Birmingham, UK)

Stefan Wudy (University of Giessen, Germany)

The audience heard about the importance
of BMP signalling in cell fate determination in a
range of in vitro and in vivo model systems, and
across a number of solid and haematological
malignancies. The final session offered hope
for future therapeutic potential of the pathway
through antibody and nanobody manipulation
of BMP agonists and antagonists.

The advances made in the three years since
the first meeting on this subject gave great
hope that this is a field that will continue to
see important progress and clinically
translatable breakthroughs.

A poster prize, sponsored by Portland
Press, was won by A. Neal for her work on
BMP signalling and vascular identity.

Alex Bullock (University of Oxford, UK)
Caroline Hill (Francis Crick Institute, UK)
Simon Leedham (University of Oxford, UK)
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https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1042/BIO04104062&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2019-08-01

2nd International Conference on Hydrogen Deuterium Exchange Mass Spectrometry

(IC-HDX-MS)

21-24 May 2019, Banff, Canada

Around 200 delegates attended and contributed to IC-
HDX-MS, where the many advances in the technique
were presented. Key developments were presented by
both industry and academic laboratories, including
further improvements in automation and the use of
chemical exchange reagents for the measurement of
absolute exchange rates. A workshop was held with
discussions on how best to archive, model and curate
HDX data—with the aim of a white paper being drafted
in the near future. Delegates were able to let their hair
down with line-dancing and campfire chilli in the forests
surrounding the conference venue. Furthermore, the
AGM of the International Society for HDX was held and a

Translation UK 2019

new committee was elected. The organisers and delegates
wish to thank the Biochemical Society for their continued
support of this meeting.

Glenn Masson (University of Cambridge, UK)

3-5July 2019, Strathclyde Business School, Glasgow, UK

The 25th Translation UK conference sold out well
ahead of time, a testament to the enduring popularity
of this Translation UK series and to the popular format
of lots of shorter talks, mainly given by postdocs and
students. The meeting opened with a fantastic talk
from Ana Casafal, winner of the Biochemical Society
Early Career Research (ECR) Award for Genes.
A number of outstanding longer talks from more
established figures in the field followed, as well as two
vibrant and well attended poster sessions and a careers
event for ECRs. We are grateful to the five experts who
gave their time to talk and advise (not least editor Kris
Dickson who Skyped in from the US on 4 July!).

We were delighted to get feedback from many
people on the democratic and lively nature of the
meeting, with one keynote speaker particularly
commenting on how impressed he was with the
number of students and ECRs readily asking questions
from the audience. Emerging and exciting themes from
the meetings included characterisation of P Bodies
and Stress Granules, and specific roles for translation
factors revealed by study of human disorders ranging
from intellectual disability to infertility and cancer. We
congratulate the prize winners Madeleine Moore for
best talk, Rachael Smith and Tayah Hopes for joint best
poster, and thank the sponsors Bioscience Reports,

Lexogen, Bio-techne, Li-Cor and Cancer Research

Therapeutic Discovery Laboratories. We look forward
to Translation UK 2020 in Sheffield!

Cathy Abbott (University of Edinburgh, UK)
Martin Bushell (Beatson Institute, UK)
Etienne Dubiez (University of Edinburgh, UK)
Nicola Gray (University of Edinburgh, UK)
Ania Wilczynska (Beatson Institute, UK)
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