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Preface

1. The description of the COVID- 19 pandemic is dated at June 28, 2020.

2. For an overview of Wildschut’s photographic work and his projects on borders, 

shelter, and the Ville de Calais, see his website, accessed June 26, 2020, http:// www 

. henkwildschut . com /  .

3. “The Plants That Make Refugee Camps Feel More Like Home,” The New Yorker, 

January 28, 2020, accessed June 26, 2020, https:// www . newyorker . com / culture / photo 

- booth / the - plants - that - make - refugee - camps - feel - more - like - home .

4. “Biography Henk Wildschut,” accessed June 26, 2020, http:// www . henkwildschut 

. com / work / biography / biography - henk - wldschut /  .

Chapter 1

1. “300 March across the Italian Border at Montegenevre,” Calais Migrant  Solidarity, 

April 23, 2018, https:// calaismigrantsolidarity . wordpress . com / 2018 / 04 / 23 / 300 - march 

- across - the - italian - border - at - montgenevre /  .  Following the protest, several activ-

ists were arrested for helping foreigners enter French territory as part of an orga-

nized gang. “The Trial of Solidarity at the Italian- French Border in Southern Alps,” 

Comité de soutien 3 + 4, accessed May 26, 2020, https:// www . relaxepourles3plus4 . fr 

/ english /  For pictures of previous marches by Antonio Masiello, see “Alpine Crossing: 

Refugees Battle Extreme Weather to Reach France,” The Guardian, January 26 2018, 

https:// www . theguardian . com / world / gallery / 2018 / jan / 26 / alpine - crossing - refugees 

- battle - extreme - weather - reach - france .

2. The website of Generation Identitaire has videos of two patrolling helicopters and 

sport utility vehicles (SUVs) with the slogan “Defend Europe: Mission Alpes,” and 

dozens of volunteers building a provisionary fence, a symbolic border in the snowy 

mountains. As the organization explains on its website, “first we closed the border 

to prevent illegal immigrants from entering France. Then we deployed in mobile 
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190 Notes

surveillance teams to monitor a larger area. Finally, we conducted investigations in 

order to understand where the illegal immigrants were passing by, who was smug-

gling them and how all this was organised in order to denounce them.” Generation 

Identitaire, accessed May 26, 2020, https:// generationidentitaire . org /  .

3. It was not the first time that Generation Identitaire organized a mission. In March 

2016, the group barricaded bridges to stop migrants entering Calais. In the summer 

of 2017, its members sought to prevent nongovernmental organization (NGO) ships 

from aiding migrants in the Mediterranean. Generation Identitaire, accessed May 

26, 2020, https:// generationidentitaire . org /  .

4. “French Court Jails Far- Right Activists over Anti- immigrant Alps Stunt,” The Guard-

ian, August 26, 2019, https:// www . theguardian . com / world / 2019 / aug / 29 / french - court 

- jails - far - right - activists - over - anti - migrant - alps - stunt .

5. Médecins Sans Frontières, Harmful Borders: An Analysis of the Daily Struggle of Migrants 

as They Attempt to Leave Ventimiglia for Northern Europe (Milan/Rome: MSF, 2018).

6. “Borders,” Henk Wildschut, accessed May 26, 2020, http:// www . henkwildschut 

. com / work / borders - 7 /  .

7. “Alpine Migrant Route into France a Dead- End for Many,” The New Humanitar-

ian, November 30, 2016, https:// www . thenewhumanitarian . org / feature / 2016 / 11 / 30 

/ alpine - migrant - route - france - dead - end - many .

8. “Migrants: La Roya, Vallée Rebelle,” Libération, November 22, 2016, https:// www 

. liberation . fr / france / 2016 / 11 / 22 / migrants - la - roya - vallee - rebelle_1529973 ? xtor=rss 

- 450 .  A famous “rebel” is French olive and poultry farmer Cédric Herrou. His farm 

is located in Breil- sur- Roya, on the border of Italy and France. Part of a network of 

villagers, Herrou has been helping migrants make their way north. Their actions of 

civil disobedience fit into a tradition of trespassing into privileged spaces that ought 

to be publicly admissible. Natasha Basu, Is This Civil? Transnationalism, Migration and 

Feminism in Civil Disobedience (PhD thesis, University of Amsterdam, 2019), 75– 76.

9. “Police officers, and even the foreign legion, have been deployed in and around 

the Roya Valley. Officially, they are fighting terrorism as part of the government’s 

Operation Sentinel [an operation that stationed 10,000 troops on national territory]. 

In practice, soldiers patrol train stations and small roads, while police officers check 

trains and set up roadblocks, effectively sealing all exits out of the valley.” “Alpine 

Migrant Route into France a Dead- End for Many,” IRIN, November 30, 2016, https:// 

www . refworld . org / docid / 58403d9d4 . html .

10. Human Rights Watch, Subject to Whim: The Treatment of Unaccompanied Children 

in the French Hautes- Alpes (New York: HRW, 2019), 1– 4.

11. “France: Migrants at the Frozen Border,” BBC, December 12, 2017, https:// www 

. bbc . com / news / av / world - europe - 42317793 / france - migrants - at - the - frozen - border .
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Notes 191

12. My use of the notion of “vehicles” shares certain similarities with the notion of 

“interscalar vehicles” introduced by Gabrielle Hecht in “Interscalar Vehicles for an 

African Anthropocene: On Waste, Temporality, and Violence,” Cultural Anthropol-

ogy 33, no. 1 (2018): 135. According to Hecht, interscalar vehicles are “objects and 

modes of analysis that permit scholars and their subjects to move simultaneously 

through deep time and human time, through geological space and political space.”

13. Robert MacFarlane, Mountains of the Mind: Adventures in Reaching the Summit 

(New York: Vintage Books, 2004), 144.

14. “Europe’s borders, like all borders, are the materializations of sociopolitical rela-

tions that mediate the continuous production of the distinction between the putative 

inside and outside, and likewise mediate the diverse mobilities that are orchestrated 

and regimented through the production of that spatial divide.” Nicholas De Genova, 

“Introduction. The Borders of ‘Europe’ and the European Question,” The Borders of 

“Europe”: Autonomy of Migration, Tactics of Bordering, ed. Nicholas De Genova (Durham/

London: Duke University Press, 2017), 21.

15. Isabelle Stengers, The Invention of Modern Science (Minneapolis/London: Univer-

sity of Minnesota Press, 2000), 99– 100.

16. Donna Haraway, “Situated Knowledges: The Science Question in Feminism 

and the Privilege of Partial Perspective,” Feminist Studies 14, no. 3 (1988): 575– 599; 

Bruno Latour, “On Technical Mediation,” Common Knowledge 3, no. 2 (1994): 29– 64; 

Annemarie Mol, “Actor- Network Theory: Sensitive Terms and Enduring Tensions,” 

Kölner Zeitschrift für Soziologie und Sozialpsychologie 50, no. 1 (2010): 253– 269; Peter- 

Paul Verbeek, What Things Do: Philosophical Reflections on Technology, Agency, and 

Design (University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2005). For a discussion 

of the notion of mediation, see Yoni van den Eede, “In between Us: On the Trans-

parency and Opacity of Technological Mediation,” Foundations of Science 16, no. 2– 3 

(2011): 139– 159.

17. In Mexican immigrants’ rights movements and in Chicano literature and popular 

culture, there is a saying that “We didn’t cross the border, the border crossed us.” The 

aphorism suggests that borders can cut through existing communities and territories, 

whether through natural or material means (a wall, fence, or river), administrative 

fiat (permits or rights to services such as schools and healthcare), economic sanctions 

(taxes or import duties), or sociocultural boundaries (gender, language, or race). The 

aphorism also underlines that the study of borders has everything to do with move-

ment and mobility, of migrants and borders alike. See, for instance, Roberto Delga-

dillo Hernández, Coloniality and Border(ed) Violence: San Diego, San Ysidro and the U- S///

Mexico Border (Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 2018); University of Califor-

nia at Berkeley, 2010), and Josue David Cisneros, Rhetorics of Borders, Citizenship and 

Latina/o Identity (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2013).

18. Thomas Nail, Theory of the Border (New York: Oxford University Press, 2016).
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19. Nail, Theory of the Border, 3– 7.

20. Matthew Longo, Politics of Borders. Sovereignty, Security, and the Citizen after 9/11 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2018), 69– 70.

21. “The border,” Longo argues, “is generative of political space; it is also the site of 

politics— of violence, of technologies of control and the architecture of the state.” 

Longo, Politics of Borders, 43.

22. “Viapolitics is not a synonym for the biopolitics of mobility, migration politics, 

or the autonomy of migration, though it does intersect these domains. What it does 

represent is a particular angle of inquiry, one that treats the interaction of humans 

and vehicles as an irreducible feature of migratory struggles. At the same time it 

is not a call for a general theory about migration, vehicles and politics. It is not a 

general theory because the ways in which vehicles, struggles and power interact is 

quite heterogeneous and defies any simplistic schema.” William Walters, “Migration, 

Vehicles, and Politics: Three Theses on Viapolitics,” European Journal of Social Theory 

18, no. 4 (2015): 15.

23. As Walters points out, “a vehicle can become a mobile border zone” while 

border zones themselves are often movable entities. “New objects and understand-

ings come into view once we see migration from the angle of its routes and vehicles.” 

Walters, “Migration, Vehicles, and Politics.”

24. Hein de Haas, Katharina Natter, and Simona Vezzoli, “Growing Restrictiveness 

or Changing Selection? The Nature and Evolution of Migration Policies,” Interna-

tional Migration Review 52, no. 2 ( June 2018): 324– 367.

25. “Norway Tells Refugees Who Used Cycling Loophole to Enter to Return to 

Russia,” The Guardian, January 14, 2016, https:// www . theguardian . com / world / 2016 

/ jan / 14 / norway - tells - refugees - bikes - russia - bicycle - immigration - storskog .

26. “Regimes of movement are thus never simply a way to control, to regulate, or to 

incite movement. Regimes of movement are integral to the formation of different modes 

of being.” As such, movement “allows different bodies to take form.” Hagar Kotef, 

Movement and the Ordering of Freedom: On Liberal Governances of Mobility (Durham, NC: 

Duke University Press, 2015), 14– 15 (italics in the original).

27. Movements do not only entail the traveling of people. Movements also include 

the composition of bodies and assemblages. Composition indicates that “things” 

that bring together humans and technologies must be mediated so as to become part 

of a constellation. As Kotef suggests, “Standing as an opposition to nature, to stable 

power structures, to static state bureaucracy, politics brings the potential carried by 

instability: the potential of change, of widening the gaps allowing our agency, redis-

tributing resources, and realigning power. A set of different (even if tangent) tradi-

tions of thinking about the meaning of ‘the political’ conceptualizes it as that which 

moves, as the moment of movement, or as that to which movement is essential.” 
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Kotef, Movement and the Ordering of Freedom, 13. In my view, the relationships between 

politics and nature, and between humans and technology, are less dichotomous than 

Kotef suggests.

28. Simon Cole, Suspect Identities: A History of Fingerprinting (Cambridge, MA: Har-

vard University Press, 2001), 63– 70. The United States began fingerprinting foreign-

ers including Chinese immigrants in the nineteenth century before applying it to 

other populations for other purposes. See Cole, Suspect Identities, 119– 139.

29. For a telling account about “waiting” at borders, see Shahram Khosravi, “Wait-

ing: Keeping Time,” Migration: A COMPAS Anthology, ed. B. Anderson and M. Keith 

(Oxford, UK: COMPAS, 2014).

30. Katy Hayward, “A Frictionless Border Is Impossible, an Invisible One Undesir-

able,” Irish Times, July 15, 2017.

31. The distinction originates from Martin Heidegger, “The Question Concerning 

Technology,” The Question Concerning Technology and Other Essays (New York: Harper 

Perennial, 1977), 3– 35. It is not without hesitation that I refer to Heidegger. It may 

seem unfortunate, to say the least, to start a discussion of technopolitics and borders 

by rereading his work. It is clear that Heidegger, who is widely considered one of 

the most important thinkers of the twentieth century, not only collaborated with 

the Nazi regime, but also sympathized with it intellectually and ideologically. The 

publication of his Schwarze Hefte (“black notebooks”) revealed much of the German 

philosopher’s personal thoughts during the defining period of 1931 until 1941. The 

black notebooks added a deeper and unquestionably more intimate chapter to the 

philosopher’s already damaged reputation and identified his philosophy as contami-

nated with Nazism, a blemish from which he never cleaned himself. Nonetheless, 

Heidegger’s thinking has been extremely influential and his emphasis on ontology 

has helped us reinterpret the conceptual history of Western philosophy and his 

“ontological distinction” remains an important, albeit debatable, contribution.

32. Mark Brown, “Politicizing Science: Conceptions of Politics in Science and Tech-

nology Studies,” Social Studies of Science 45, no. 1 (2015): 9.

33. Marieke de Goede’s “The Politics of Preemption and the War on Terror in 

Europe,” European Journal of International Relations 14, no. 1 (2008): 161– 85 reminds 

us of the meaning of preemption in the war on terror and in European counterter-

ror policies. Nick Vaughan- Williams’s Border Politics: The Limits of Sovereign Power 

(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2009) relates border politics to Foucault’s 

understandings of security, territory and law, biopolitics and geopolitics, violence, 

and sovereign power. The “politics of possibility” in Louise Amoore’s The Politics 

of Possibility: Risk and Uncertainty beyond Probability (Durham, NC: Duke University 

Press, 2013) alerts us to the security situations, books, and artworks concerned with 

unknown futures that arose after 9/11. The “politics of techniques, devices and acts” 

expressed in Claudia Aradau and Jef Huysmans’s “Critical Methods in International 
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Relations: The Politics of Tools, Devices and Acts,” European Journal of International 

Relations 20, no. 3 (2014): 596– 619 critically examines the conceptual repertoire of 

international relations and security studies, and considers methods themselves as 

devices and acts. The “post/humanitarian border politics” in Vicki Squire’s Post/

Humanitarian Border Politics between Mexico and the US: People, Places, Things (New 

York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015) invites us to visit the US- Mexico border region and 

the people, places, and things that affect the materiality, territory, and politics of the 

borderlands. The “politics of counting” in Martina Tazzioli’s “The Politics of Count-

ing and the Scene of Rescue. Border Deaths in the Mediterranean,” Radical Philosophy 

192 ( June/August 2015) discusses various border death statistics and the gap between 

countable and uncountable deaths. The “politics of security technology” in Ruben 

Andersson’s “Hardwiring the Frontier? The Politics of Security Technology in Europe’s 

‘Fight against Illegal Migration,’” Security Dialogue 47, no. 1 (2016): 22– 39 analyzes the 

security technology of the “Seahorse network” that “hardwires” border cooperation 

into a satellite system connecting African and European forces, and shows how the 

initiative multiplies the involvement of actors and creates new forms of collaboration, 

competition and conflict. The “politics of prediction” in Claudia Aradau and Tobias 

Blanke’s “Politics of Prediction: Security and the Time/Space of Governmentality in 

the Age of Big Data,” European Journal of Social Theory 20, no. 3 (2016): 373– 91 leads 

us to the field of security, Big Data, and the digital mediation of practices of policing, 

social control, and war. The “politics and the digital” in Mareile Kaufmann and Julien 

Jeandesboz’s “Politics and ‘the Digital’: From Singularity to Specificity,” European 

Journal of Social Theory 20, no. 3 (2016): 309– 28 addresses mathematical functions, 

diagrams, and graphs, and examines the “relationship between ‘the digital’ and politi-

cal acts” and the “new political subjects and subjectivities” this relationship brings 

about. The “kinopolitics” of Thomas Nail’s Theory of the Border (New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2016) is a theory of motion that underlies the formation of societ-

ies and states and that distinguishes historically and systematically different types 

of borders at the US- Mexican border such as the fence, wall, cell and checkpoint. 

“Tempo politics,” a concept introduced by Simon Sontowski’s “Speed, Timing and 

Duration: Contested Temporalities, Techno- political Controversies and the Emer-

gence of the EU’s Smart Border,” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 44, no. 16 

(2018): 2730– 2746 concerns how the EU Smart Borders Package and the EU’s bio 

databases problematize border control, primarily on the level of its temporalities.

34. For similar approaches to technopolitics and infrastructure, see Andrew Barry, 

Material Politics: Disputes along the Pipeline (Oxford, UK: Wiley- Blackwell, 2013); 

Timothy Mitchell, Carbon Democracy: Political Power in the Age of Oil (London: Verso, 

2011); Gabrielle Hecht and Paul Edwards, “The Technopolitics of Cold War. Toward 

a Transregional Perspective,” Essays on Twentieth Century History (Philadelphia: 

Temple University Press, 2010); and Gabrielle Hecht, Entangled Geographies: Empire 

and Technopolitics in the Global Cold War (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2011). For 

Hecht, technopolitics is more than the “strategic practice of designing or using tech-

nology to enact political goals.” It contains unpredictable dimensions that “exceed 
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or escape the intentions of system designers” as politics and technology morph into 

each other: “the material qualities of technopolitical systems shape the texture and 

the effects of their power.” See Hecht, Entangled Geographies, 3.

35. Marilyn Strathern, The Relation: Issues in Complexity and Scale (Cambridge, UK: 

Prickly Pear Press, 1995), 27– 28.

36. Mark Elam, “Living Dangerously with Bruno Latour in a Hybrid World,” Theory, 

Culture & Society 16, no. 4 (1999): 1– 24.

37. This notion of morphology has much in common with the views on technology 

of the German- American philosopher Ernst Kapp (1808– 1896). Similar ideas were 

later advanced by Marshall McLuhan in his “extension theory” in Marshall McLuhan, 

Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man (Corte Madera: Gingko Press, 2003), and by 

Bruno Latour as well, but Kapp’s work is much less known. A recent translation of his 

1877 book Elements of a Philosophy of Technology: On the Evolutionary History of Culture, 

originally published in German, reveals Kapp’s original and still inspiring views on the 

relationship between humans and technology. See Ernst Kapp, Elements of a Philosophy 

of Technology: On the Evolutionary History of Culture (Minneapolis: University of Min-

nesota Press, 2018).

38. Martin Heidegger, “Building, Dwelling, Thinking,” Basic Writings (Abingsdon, 

UK: Routledge, 1993), 239– 257.

39. Bruno Latour, Reassembling the Social: An Introduction to Actor- Network- Theory 

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005).

40. One example is Ruben Andersson’s analysis in Illegality, Inc.: Clandestine Migra-

tion and the Business of Bordering Europe (Oakland: University of California Press, 

2014) of clandestine migration trails and the various political and technological 

associations that relate Europe’s border regime to “illegal immigrants.” Another is 

Marieke de Goede’s “The Chain of Security,” Review of International Studies 44, no. 1 

(2018): 24– 42, on detecting suspicious transactions to combat terrorism and other 

security treats. By following the actors and tracing the “chain of security,” she brings 

the imperative to “follow the actors” back to the original slogan “follow the money.”

41. See, for instance, Nicholas De Genova, “Introduction”; and Stephan Scheel, 

Autonomy of Migration? Appropriating Mobility within Biometric Border Regimes (London/

New York: CRC Press, 2019).

42. Nicholas De Genova, “Introduction,” 6.

43. Nicholas De Genova, “Introduction,” 6.

44. Nicholas De Genova, “The Queer Politics of Migration: Reflections on ‘Illegality’ 

and Incorrigibility,” Studies in Social Justice 4, no. 2 (2010): 101– 126.

45. See “Geschiedenis van wij zijn hier,” Wij zijn hier, accessed May 26, 2020, http:// 

wijzijnhier . org / tijdslijn / geschiedenis - van - wij - zijn - hier /  .
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46. As Peter Nyers says, “The migrant is not the only mobile agent at the border. 

The border, too, moves.” Peter Nyers, “Moving Borders: The Politics of Dirt,” Radical 

Philosophy 174 ( July/August 2012): 2.

47. Biao Xiang and Johan Lindquist, “Migration Infrastructure,” International Migra-

tion Review 48, no. 1 (2014): 124, 132, maintain a symmetrical point of view: “it is 

not migrants who migrate, but rather constellations consisting of migrants and non- 

migrants, of human and non- human actors.” They add: “Migration flows can be frag-

mented and short- lived, but infrastructure retains a particular stability and coherence.”

48. According to Ruben Andersson in “Hardwiring the Frontier? The Politics of Secu-

rity Technology in Europe’s ‘Fight against Illegal Migration,’” Security Dialogue 47, no. 

1 (2016): 24– 25, the framing of human and nonhuman groups as actants “allows for 

shifting the focus away from the two poles of migration studies— the (political science) 

view that privileges policy and the (ethnographic) insistence on a grounded ‘migrants’ 

perspective’— towards the material, virtual, and social interfaces of the migratory 

encounter. From this vantage point, the fences, control rooms, and data systems . . .  

act as mediators in a network.”

49. Paul Edwards. A Vast Machine: Computer Models, Climate Data, and the Politics of 

Global Warming (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2013), 84.

50. My analysis here corresponds with Sandro Mezzadra’s and Brett Neilson’s argu-

ment in Border as Method, or the Multiplication of Labor (Durham, NC: Duke University 

Press, 2013), 18, which states that the border is “not so much a research object as an 

epistemological viewpoint that allows an acute critical analysis not only of how rela-

tions of domination, dispossession, and exploitation are being redefined presently 

but also of the struggles that take shape around those changing relationships.”

51. Mezzadra and Neilson, Border as Method.

52. See Mathias Czaika and Hein de Haas, “The Globalization of Migration: Has the 

World Become More Migratory?” International Migration Review 48 (2014): 283– 323.

53. “The 10- Point Action Plan in Action, 2016– Glossary,” United Nations High Com-

missioner for Refugees, December 2016, 282, accessed May 28, 2020, https:// www 

. unhcr . org / asylum - and - migration . html .  See also “Glossary of Migration,” International 

Organization of Migration (Geneva, Switzerland: IOM, 2019), 141– 142.

54. “Asylum and Migration Glossary 6.0,” European Commission, May 2018, 263, 

https:// ec . europa . eu / home - affairs / what - we - do / networks / european_migration_net-

work / glossary_en .

55. As Anthony Cooper, Chris Perkins, and Chris Rumford point out in “The Vernac-

ularization of Borders,” Placing the Border in Everyday Life, ed. Reece Jones and Corey 

Johnson (New York: Routledge, 2016), 18, “The EU has emerged as a major actor in 

the business of creating, relocating, and dismissing borders. The EU shifts the borders 
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of Europe every time it enlarges, it turns national borders into European borders, it 

regulates and harmonizes European borders through Frontex, its border agency, and 
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