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Notes

Preface

1. The description of the COVID-19 pandemic is dated at June 28, 2020.

2. For an overview of Wildschut’s photographic work and his projects on borders,
shelter, and the Ville de Calais, see his website, accessed June 26, 2020, http://www
.henkwildschut.com/.

3. “The Plants That Make Refugee Camps Feel More Like Home,” The New Yorker,
January 28, 2020, accessed June 26, 2020, https://www.newyorker.com/culture/photo
-booth/the-plants-that-make-refugee-camps-feel-more-like-home.

4. “Biography Henk Wildschut,” accessed June 26, 2020, http://www.henkwildschut
.com/work/biography/biography-henk-wldschut/.

Chapter 1

1. “300 March across the Italian Border at Montegenevre,” Calais Migrant Solidarity,
April 23, 2018, https://calaismigrantsolidarity.wordpress.com/2018/04/23/300-march
-across-the-italian-border-at-montgenevre/. Following the protest, several activ-
ists were arrested for helping foreigners enter French territory as part of an orga-
nized gang. “The Trial of Solidarity at the Italian-French Border in Southern Alps,”
Comité de soutien 3 +4, accessed May 26, 2020, https://www.relaxepourles3plus4.fr
/english/ For pictures of previous marches by Antonio Masiello, see “Alpine Crossing:
Refugees Battle Extreme Weather to Reach France,” The Guardian, January 26 2018,
https://www.theguardian.com/world/gallery/2018/jan/26/alpine-crossing-refugees
-battle-extreme-weather-reach-france.

2. The website of Generation Identitaire has videos of two patrolling helicopters and
sport utility vehicles (SUVs) with the slogan “Defend Europe: Mission Alpes,” and
dozens of volunteers building a provisionary fence, a symbolic border in the snowy
mountains. As the organization explains on its website, “first we closed the border
to prevent illegal immigrants from entering France. Then we deployed in mobile
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190 Notes

surveillance teams to monitor a larger area. Finally, we conducted investigations in
order to understand where the illegal immigrants were passing by, who was smug-
gling them and how all this was organised in order to denounce them.” Generation
Identitaire, accessed May 26, 2020, https://generationidentitaire.org/.

3. It was not the first time that Generation Identitaire organized a mission. In March
2016, the group barricaded bridges to stop migrants entering Calais. In the summer
of 2017, its members sought to prevent nongovernmental organization (NGO) ships
from aiding migrants in the Mediterranean. Generation Identitaire, accessed May
26, 2020, https://generationidentitaire.org/.

4. “French Court Jails Far-Right Activists over Anti-immigrant Alps Stunt,” The Guard-
ian, August 26, 2019, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/aug/29/french-court
-jails-far-right-activists-over-anti-migrant-alps-stunt.

5. Médecins Sans Frontieres, Harmful Borders: An Analysis of the Daily Struggle of Migrants
as They Attempt to Leave Ventimiglia for Northern Europe (Milan/Rome: MSF, 2018).

6. “Borders,” Henk Wildschut, accessed May 26, 2020, http://www.henkwildschut
.com/work/borders-7/.

7. “Alpine Migrant Route into France a Dead-End for Many,” The New Humanitar-
ian, November 30, 2016, https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/feature/2016/11/30
/alpine-migrant-route-france-dead-end-many.

8. “Migrants: La Roya, Vallée Rebelle,” Libération, November 22, 2016, https://www
Jiberation.fr/france/2016/11/22/migrants-la-roya-vallee-rebelle_1529973?xtor=rss
-450. A famous “rebel” is French olive and poultry farmer Cédric Herrou. His farm
is located in Breil-sur-Roya, on the border of Italy and France. Part of a network of
villagers, Herrou has been helping migrants make their way north. Their actions of
civil disobedience fit into a tradition of trespassing into privileged spaces that ought
to be publicly admissible. Natasha Basu, Is This Civil? Transnationalism, Migration and
Feminism in Civil Disobedience (PhD thesis, University of Amsterdam, 2019), 75-76.

9. “Police officers, and even the foreign legion, have been deployed in and around
the Roya Valley. Officially, they are fighting terrorism as part of the government’s
Operation Sentinel [an operation that stationed 10,000 troops on national territory].
In practice, soldiers patrol train stations and small roads, while police officers check
trains and set up roadblocks, effectively sealing all exits out of the valley.” “Alpine
Migrant Route into France a Dead-End for Many,” IRIN, November 30, 2016, https://
www.refworld.org/docid/58403d9d4.html.

10. Human Rights Watch, Subject to Whim: The Treatment of Unaccompanied Children
in the French Hautes-Alpes (New York: HRW, 2019), 1-4.

11. “France: Migrants at the Frozen Border,” BBC, December 12, 2017, https://www
.bbc.com/news/av/world-europe-42317793/france-migrants-at-the-frozen-border.
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Notes 191

12. My use of the notion of “vehicles” shares certain similarities with the notion of
“interscalar vehicles” introduced by Gabrielle Hecht in “Interscalar Vehicles for an
African Anthropocene: On Waste, Temporality, and Violence,” Cultural Anthropol-
ogy 33, no. 1 (2018): 135. According to Hecht, interscalar vehicles are “objects and
modes of analysis that permit scholars and their subjects to move simultaneously
through deep time and human time, through geological space and political space.”

13. Robert MacFarlane, Mountains of the Mind: Adventures in Reaching the Summit
(New York: Vintage Books, 2004), 144.

14. “Europe’s borders, like all borders, are the materializations of sociopolitical rela-
tions that mediate the continuous production of the distinction between the putative
inside and outside, and likewise mediate the diverse mobilities that are orchestrated
and regimented through the production of that spatial divide.” Nicholas De Genova,
“Introduction. The Borders of ‘Europe’ and the European Question,” The Borders of
“Europe”: Autonomy of Migration, Tactics of Bordering, ed. Nicholas De Genova (Durham/
London: Duke University Press, 2017), 21.

15. Isabelle Stengers, The Invention of Modern Science (Minneapolis/London: Univer-
sity of Minnesota Press, 2000), 99-100.

16. Donna Haraway, “Situated Knowledges: The Science Question in Feminism
and the Privilege of Partial Perspective,” Feminist Studies 14, no. 3 (1988): 575-599;
Bruno Latour, “On Technical Mediation,” Common Knowledge 3, no. 2 (1994): 29-64;
Annemarie Mol, “Actor-Network Theory: Sensitive Terms and Enduring Tensions,”
Kolner Zeitschrift fiir Soziologie und Sozialpsychologie 50, no. 1 (2010): 253-269; Peter-
Paul Verbeek, What Things Do: Philosophical Reflections on Technology, Agency, and
Design (University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2005). For a discussion
of the notion of mediation, see Yoni van den Eede, “In between Us: On the Trans-
parency and Opacity of Technological Mediation,” Foundations of Science 16, no. 2-3
(2011): 139-159.

17. In Mexican immigrants’ rights movements and in Chicano literature and popular
culture, there is a saying that “We didn’t cross the border, the border crossed us.” The
aphorism suggests that borders can cut through existing communities and territories,
whether through natural or material means (a wall, fence, or river), administrative
fiat (permits or rights to services such as schools and healthcare), economic sanctions
(taxes or import duties), or sociocultural boundaries (gender, language, or race). The
aphorism also underlines that the study of borders has everything to do with move-
ment and mobility, of migrants and borders alike. See, for instance, Roberto Delga-
dillo Hernédndez, Coloniality and Border(ed) Violence: San Diego, San Ysidro and the U-S///
Mexico Border (Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 2018); University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley, 2010), and Josue David Cisneros, Rhetorics of Borders, Citizenship and
Latina/o Identity (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2013).

18. Thomas Nail, Theory of the Border (New York: Oxford University Press, 2016).
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19. Nail, Theory of the Border, 3-7.

20. Matthew Longo, Politics of Borders. Sovereignty, Security, and the Citizen after 9/11
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2018), 69-70.

21. “The border,” Longo argues, “is generative of political space; it is also the site of
politics—of violence, of technologies of control and the architecture of the state.”
Longo, Politics of Borders, 43.

22. “Viapolitics is not a synonym for the biopolitics of mobility, migration politics,
or the autonomy of migration, though it does intersect these domains. What it does
represent is a particular angle of inquiry, one that treats the interaction of humans
and vehicles as an irreducible feature of migratory struggles. At the same time it
is not a call for a general theory about migration, vehicles and politics. It is not a
general theory because the ways in which vehicles, struggles and power interact is
quite heterogeneous and defies any simplistic schema.” William Walters, “Migration,
Vehicles, and Politics: Three Theses on Viapolitics,” European Journal of Social Theory
18, no. 4 (2015): 15.

23. As Walters points out, “a vehicle can become a mobile border zone” while
border zones themselves are often movable entities. “New objects and understand-
ings come into view once we see migration from the angle of its routes and vehicles.”
Walters, “Migration, Vehicles, and Politics.”

24. Hein de Haas, Katharina Natter, and Simona Vezzoli, “Growing Restrictiveness
or Changing Selection? The Nature and Evolution of Migration Policies,” Interna-
tional Migration Review 52, no. 2 (June 2018): 324-367.

25. “Norway Tells Refugees Who Used Cycling Loophole to Enter to Return to
Russia,” The Guardian, January 14, 2016, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016
/jan/14/norway-tells-refugees-bikes-russia-bicycle-immigration-storskog.

26. “Regimes of movement are thus never simply a way to control, to regulate, or to
incite movement. Regimes of movement are integral to the formation of different modes
of being.” As such, movement “allows different bodies to take form.” Hagar Kotef,
Movement and the Ordering of Freedom: On Liberal Governances of Mobility (Durham, NC:
Duke University Press, 2015), 14-15 (italics in the original).

27. Movements do not only entail the traveling of people. Movements also include
the composition of bodies and assemblages. Composition indicates that “things”
that bring together humans and technologies must be mediated so as to become part
of a constellation. As Kotef suggests, “Standing as an opposition to nature, to stable
power structures, to static state bureaucracy, politics brings the potential carried by
instability: the potential of change, of widening the gaps allowing our agency, redis-
tributing resources, and realigning power. A set of different (even if tangent) tradi-
tions of thinking about the meaning of ‘the political’ conceptualizes it as that which
moves, as the moment of movement, or as that to which movement is essential.”
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Kotef, Movement and the Ordering of Freedom, 13. In my view, the relationships between
politics and nature, and between humans and technology, are less dichotomous than
Kotef suggests.

28. Simon Cole, Suspect Identities: A History of Fingerprinting (Cambridge, MA: Har-
vard University Press, 2001), 63-70. The United States began fingerprinting foreign-
ers including Chinese immigrants in the nineteenth century before applying it to
other populations for other purposes. See Cole, Suspect Identities, 119-139.

29. For a telling account about “waiting” at borders, see Shahram Khosravi, “Wait-
ing: Keeping Time,” Migration: A COMPAS Anthology, ed. B. Anderson and M. Keith
(Oxford, UK: COMPAS, 2014).

30. Katy Hayward, “A Frictionless Border Is Impossible, an Invisible One Undesir-
able,” Irish Times, July 15, 2017.

31. The distinction originates from Martin Heidegger, “The Question Concerning
Technology,” The Question Concerning Technology and Other Essays (New York: Harper
Perennial, 1977), 3-35. It is not without hesitation that I refer to Heidegger. It may
seem unfortunate, to say the least, to start a discussion of technopolitics and borders
by rereading his work. It is clear that Heidegger, who is widely considered one of
the most important thinkers of the twentieth century, not only collaborated with
the Nazi regime, but also sympathized with it intellectually and ideologically. The
publication of his Schwarze Hefte (“black notebooks”) revealed much of the German
philosopher’s personal thoughts during the defining period of 1931 until 1941. The
black notebooks added a deeper and unquestionably more intimate chapter to the
philosopher’s already damaged reputation and identified his philosophy as contami-
nated with Nazism, a blemish from which he never cleaned himself. Nonetheless,
Heidegger’s thinking has been extremely influential and his emphasis on ontology
has helped us reinterpret the conceptual history of Western philosophy and his
“ontological distinction” remains an important, albeit debatable, contribution.

32. Mark Brown, “Politicizing Science: Conceptions of Politics in Science and Tech-
nology Studies,” Social Studies of Science 45, no. 1 (2015): 9.

33. Marieke de Goede’s “The Politics of Preemption and the War on Terror in
Europe,” European Journal of International Relations 14, no. 1 (2008): 161-85 reminds
us of the meaning of preemption in the war on terror and in European counterter-
ror policies. Nick Vaughan-Williams’s Border Politics: The Limits of Sovereign Power
(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2009) relates border politics to Foucault’s
understandings of security, territory and law, biopolitics and geopolitics, violence,
and sovereign power. The “politics of possibility” in Louise Amoore’s The Politics
of Possibility: Risk and Uncertainty beyond Probability (Durham, NC: Duke University
Press, 2013) alerts us to the security situations, books, and artworks concerned with
unknown futures that arose after 9/11. The “politics of techniques, devices and acts”
expressed in Claudia Aradau and Jef Huysmans’s “Critical Methods in International
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Relations: The Politics of Tools, Devices and Acts,” European Journal of International
Relations 20, no. 3 (2014): 596-619 critically examines the conceptual repertoire of
international relations and security studies, and considers methods themselves as
devices and acts. The “post/humanitarian border politics” in Vicki Squire’s Post/
Humanitarian Border Politics between Mexico and the US: People, Places, Things (New
York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015) invites us to visit the US-Mexico border region and
the people, places, and things that affect the materiality, territory, and politics of the
borderlands. The “politics of counting” in Martina Tazzioli’s “The Politics of Count-
ing and the Scene of Rescue. Border Deaths in the Mediterranean,” Radical Philosophy
192 (June/August 2015) discusses various border death statistics and the gap between
countable and uncountable deaths. The “politics of security technology” in Ruben
Andersson’s “Hardwiring the Frontier? The Politics of Security Technology in Europe’s
‘Fight against Illegal Migration,’” Security Dialogue 47, no. 1 (2016): 22-39 analyzes the
security technology of the “Seahorse network” that “hardwires” border cooperation
into a satellite system connecting African and European forces, and shows how the
initiative multiplies the involvement of actors and creates new forms of collaboration,
competition and conflict. The “politics of prediction” in Claudia Aradau and Tobias
Blanke’s “Politics of Prediction: Security and the Time/Space of Governmentality in
the Age of Big Data,” European Journal of Social Theory 20, no. 3 (2016): 373-91 leads
us to the field of security, Big Data, and the digital mediation of practices of policing,
social control, and war. The “politics and the digital” in Mareile Kaufmann and Julien
Jeandesboz’s “Politics and ‘the Digital’: From Singularity to Specificity,” European
Journal of Social Theory 20, no. 3 (2016): 309-28 addresses mathematical functions,
diagrams, and graphs, and examines the “relationship between ‘the digital’ and politi-
cal acts” and the “new political subjects and subjectivities” this relationship brings
about. The “kinopolitics” of Thomas Nail’s Theory of the Border (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2016) is a theory of motion that underlies the formation of societ-
ies and states and that distinguishes historically and systematically different types
of borders at the US-Mexican border such as the fence, wall, cell and checkpoint.
“Tempo politics,” a concept introduced by Simon Sontowski’s “Speed, Timing and
Duration: Contested Temporalities, Techno-political Controversies and the Emer-
gence of the EU’s Smart Border,” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 44, no. 16
(2018): 2730-2746 concerns how the EU Smart Borders Package and the EU’s bio
databases problematize border control, primarily on the level of its temporalities.

34. For similar approaches to technopolitics and infrastructure, see Andrew Barry,
Material Politics: Disputes along the Pipeline (Oxford, UK: Wiley-Blackwell, 2013);
Timothy Mitchell, Carbon Democracy: Political Power in the Age of Oil (London: Verso,
2011); Gabrielle Hecht and Paul Edwards, “The Technopolitics of Cold War. Toward
a Transregional Perspective,” Essays on Twentieth Century History (Philadelphia:
Temple University Press, 2010); and Gabrielle Hecht, Entangled Geographies: Empire
and Technopolitics in the Global Cold War (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2011). For
Hecht, technopolitics is more than the “strategic practice of designing or using tech-
nology to enact political goals.” It contains unpredictable dimensions that “exceed
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or escape the intentions of system designers” as politics and technology morph into
each other: “the material qualities of technopolitical systems shape the texture and
the effects of their power.” See Hecht, Entangled Geographies, 3.

35. Marilyn Strathern, The Relation: Issues in Complexity and Scale (Cambridge, UK:
Prickly Pear Press, 1995), 27-28.

36. Mark Elam, “Living Dangerously with Bruno Latour in a Hybrid World,” Theory,
Culture & Society 16, no. 4 (1999): 1-24.

37. This notion of morphology has much in common with the views on technology
of the German-American philosopher Ernst Kapp (1808-1896). Similar ideas were
later advanced by Marshall McLuhan in his “extension theory” in Marshall McLuhan,
Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man (Corte Madera: Gingko Press, 2003), and by
Bruno Latour as well, but Kapp’s work is much less known. A recent translation of his
1877 book Elements of a Philosophy of Technology: On the Evolutionary History of Culture,
originally published in German, reveals Kapp’s original and still inspiring views on the
relationship between humans and technology. See Ernst Kapp, Elements of a Philosophy
of Technology: On the Evolutionary History of Culture (Minneapolis: University of Min-
nesota Press, 2018).

38. Martin Heidegger, “Building, Dwelling, Thinking,” Basic Writings (Abingsdon,
UK: Routledge, 1993), 239-257.

39. Bruno Latour, Reassembling the Social: An Introduction to Actor-Network-Theory
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 200S5).

40. One example is Ruben Andersson’s analysis in Illegality, Inc.: Clandestine Migra-
tion and the Business of Bordering Europe (Oakland: University of California Press,
2014) of clandestine migration trails and the various political and technological
associations that relate Europe’s border regime to “illegal immigrants.” Another is
Marieke de Goede’s “The Chain of Security,” Review of International Studies 44, no. 1
(2018): 24-42, on detecting suspicious transactions to combat terrorism and other
security treats. By following the actors and tracing the “chain of security,” she brings
the imperative to “follow the actors” back to the original slogan “follow the money.”

41. See, for instance, Nicholas De Genova, “Introduction”; and Stephan Scheel,
Autonomy of Migration? Appropriating Mobility within Biometric Border Regimes (London/
New York: CRC Press, 2019).

42. Nicholas De Genova, “Introduction,” 6.
43. Nicholas De Genova, “Introduction,” 6.

44. Nicholas De Genova, “The Queer Politics of Migration: Reflections on ‘Illegality’
and Incorrigibility,” Studies in Social Justice 4, no. 2 (2010): 101-126.

45. See “Geschiedenis van wij zijn hier,” Wij zijn hier, accessed May 26, 2020, http://
wijzijnhier.org/tijdslijn/geschiedenis-van-wij-zijn-hier/.
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196 Notes

46. As Peter Nyers says, “The migrant is not the only mobile agent at the border.
The border, too, moves.” Peter Nyers, “Moving Borders: The Politics of Dirt,” Radical
Philosophy 174 (July/August 2012): 2.

47. Biao Xiang and Johan Lindquist, “Migration Infrastructure,” International Migra-
tion Review 48, no. 1 (2014): 124, 132, maintain a symmetrical point of view: “it is
not migrants who migrate, but rather constellations consisting of migrants and non-
migrants, of human and non-human actors.” They add: “Migration flows can be frag-
mented and short-lived, but infrastructure retains a particular stability and coherence.”

48. According to Ruben Andersson in “Hardwiring the Frontier? The Politics of Secu-
rity Technology in Europe’s ‘Fight against Illegal Migration,’” Security Dialogue 47, no.
1 (2016): 24-25, the framing of human and nonhuman groups as actants “allows for
shifting the focus away from the two poles of migration studies—the (political science)
view that privileges policy and the (ethnographic) insistence on a grounded ‘migrants’
perspective’—towards the material, virtual, and social interfaces of the migratory
encounter. From this vantage point, the fences, control rooms, and data systems.. . .
act as mediators in a network.”

49. Paul Edwards. A Vast Machine: Computer Models, Climate Data, and the Politics of
Global Warming (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2013), 84.

50. My analysis here corresponds with Sandro Mezzadra’s and Brett Neilson’s argu-
ment in Border as Method, or the Multiplication of Labor (Durham, NC: Duke University
Press, 2013), 18, which states that the border is “not so much a research object as an
epistemological viewpoint that allows an acute critical analysis not only of how rela-
tions of domination, dispossession, and exploitation are being redefined presently
but also of the struggles that take shape around those changing relationships.”

51. Mezzadra and Neilson, Border as Method.

52. See Mathias Czaika and Hein de Haas, “The Globalization of Migration: Has the
World Become More Migratory?” International Migration Review 48 (2014): 283-323.

53. “The 10-Point Action Plan in Action, 2016-Glossary,” United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees, December 2016, 282, accessed May 28, 2020, https://www
.unhcr.org/asylum-and-migration.html. See also “Glossary of Migration,” International
Organization of Migration (Geneva, Switzerland: IOM, 2019), 141-142.

54. “Asylum and Migration Glossary 6.0,” European Commission, May 2018, 263,
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/networks/european_migration_net-
work/glossary_en.

55. As Anthony Cooper, Chris Perkins, and Chris Rumford point out in “The Vernac-
ularization of Borders,” Placing the Border in Everyday Life, ed. Reece Jones and Corey
Johnson (New York: Routledge, 2016), 18, “The EU has emerged as a major actor in
the business of creating, relocating, and dismissing borders. The EU shifts the borders
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of Europe every time it enlarges, it turns national borders into European borders, it
regulates and harmonizes European borders through Frontex, its border agency, and
it has the power to decide where the important borders in Europe are to be found.”

56. For a discussion of the relationships that states and empires have with borders,
see Charles Maier, Once within Borders: Territories of Power, Wealth and Belonging Since
1500 (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2016).

57. Thomas Gammeltoft-Hansen and Nina Nyberg Serensen describe this in The
Migration Industry and the Commercialization of International Migration (New York:
Routledge, 2013) as the rise of the “migration industry.” Marijn Hoijtink, in Securing
the European “Homeland”: Profit, Risk, Authority (PhD thesis, University of Amster-
dam, 2016), sees the privatization and commercialization of all kinds of tasks and
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Parliament, June 30, 2016 (updated July 22, 2019), http://www.europarl.europaeu
/news/en/headlines/society/20170629STO78630/eu-migrant-crisis-facts-and-figures;
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United Nations, January 31, 2012, https://news.un.org/en/story/2012/01/401822
-mediterranean-deadliest-sea-refugees-and-migrants-says-un-agency.

20. “Schengen Museum Ceiling Collapses—but It’s Not a Sign, Mayor Says,” The
Guardian, May 16, 2016, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/16/schengen
-museum-ceiling-collapse-bad-omen-europe-borders.

21. While migration was of secondary concern, the raising of the Iron Curtain was
likely to stimulate migration from Eastern Europe. Western European governments
feared a potential so-called invasion from the East. For that reason, EU member-states
began searching for durable solutions. Various member-states were also concerned
about migrant workers and the legal status of guest workers and their families. The
European Court of Justice had been growing increasingly assertive on the issue of the
free movement of European Community citizens, ruling to restrict existing provisions
by which member-states could expel people on the grounds of public policy, security,
and health. See Ruben Zaiotti, Cultures of Border Control. Schengen and the Evolution of
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22. Italy had to wait to join the Schengen Area until 1997, and Greece until 2000,
as provisions had to be made at their external borders. The Scandinavian countries
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twenty-two have fully implemented the Schengen acquis. Iceland, Norway, Switzer-
land, and Lichtenstein are members of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA)
and associate members of the Schengen Area, but they are not members of the Euro-
pean Union. They implement the Schengen acquis through specific agreements.

23. See “The Schengen acquis - Convention implementing the Schengen Agreement
of 14 June 1985 between the Governments of the States of the Benelux Economic
Union, the Federal Republic of Germany and the French Republic on the gradual
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Serv.do?uri=CELEX%3A42000A0922%2802%29%3AEN%3AHTML.

24. As Guild and Bigo point out in “The Transformation of European Border Con-
trols,” 266, “the definition of the external border is exclusively by reference to the
definition of the internal border.”

25. See Zaiotti, Cultures of Border Control, 71-72.

26. According to Eurostat, between 2008 and 2012, there was a gradual increase in
the number of asylum applications within the EU-27, after which the number of
asylum seekers rose at a more rapid pace, with 400,500 applications in 2013, 594,200
in 2014, and then around 1.3 million in 2015 and 1.2 million in 2016. In 2017, the
number of asylum applications saw a decrease of 44.5 percent in comparison with
2016, and continued a downward path in 2018. See “Asylum Applications (Non-EU)
in the EU-27 Member States, 2008-2019,” Eurostat, accessed May 27, 2020, https://ec
.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Asylum_statistics.

27. Ernst Hirsch Ballin, Emina Cerimovi¢, Huub Dijstelbloem, and Mathieu Segers,
European Variations as a Key to Cooperation (Cham, Switzerland: Springer Open,
2020), 146.

28. “Technologies always embody compromise,” Wiebe Bijker and John Law argue
in Shaping Technology/Building Society: Studies in Sociotechnical Change (Cambridge,
MA: MIT Press, 1992), 3, when describing the simultaneous development of technolo-
gies and societies.

29. The concept of imagination in this case shares some similarities with the idea
of “sociotechnical imaginaries.” Sheila Jasanoff and Sang-Hyun Kim, in “Containing
the Atom: Sociotechnical Imaginaries and Nuclear Power in the United States and
South Korea,” Minerva 47, no. 2 (2009): 120, defined sociotechnical imaginaries in a
study of US and South Korean responses to nuclear power as “collectively imagined
forms of social life and social order reflected in the design and fulfillment of nation-
specific scientific and/or technological projects.” Whereas this notion expresses
the entanglement between the social and technological order, it also maintains an
emphasis on national projects that unites these orders in specific ways. However,
imaginaries/imaginations do not emerge only from national configurations. In a
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later study, “Future Imperfect,” in Dreamscapes of Modernity, ed. Sheila Jasanoff and
Sang Hyun Kim (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2015), 4, Sheila Jasanoff re-
defined sociotechnical imaginaries as “collectively held, institutionally stabilized, and
publicly performed visions of desirable futures, animated by shared understand-
ings of forms of social life and social order attainable through, and supportive of,
advances in science and technology.”

30. The movement of political ideas through all kinds of practices, symbols, and
materialities was vividly described by Benedict Anderson in his classic study of nation-
alism, Imagined Communities (New York: Verso, 1983). Political ideas about nations
and nationality proved to be highly mobile, firing the imaginations of people around
the world through words, meanings, symbols, and technologies. The relationship
between the form and content of politics has been addressed by Arjun Appadurai.
In The Future as Cultural Fact. Essays on the Global Condition (New York: Verso, 2013),
64, he argues that it is crucial to understand the relationship “between the forms of
circulation and the circulation of forms.” In his discussion of “moving geographies,”
he points out that actors and things gain political significance as they travel, and that
humans, words, images, and ideas often travel using different routes and vehicles.
In the two volumes edited by Mark Salter, Making Things International 1: Circuits
and Motion and Making Things International 2: Catalysts and Reactions (Minneapolis/
London: University of Minnesota Press, 2015), the interaction between forms and
circuits is studied through the analysis of all kinds of devices and techniques, ranging
from passport photos and hotlines to drones and barbed wire.

31. Inspiration can be found in literature that combines the study of material geo-
political and governance issues with a science and technology approach. In Politi-
cal Machines: Governing a Technological Society (London: Athlone Press, 2001), 67,
Andrew Barry argues that “the difficulty in understanding the European economy
and the European political system has been, at least in part, a function of the criti-
cal part played by a vast array of objects and technical devices in its make-up.” In
Carbon Democracy: Political Power in the Age of Oil (London/New York: Verso, 2011),
Timothy Mitchell unpacks the substance of oil as well as the idea of democracy in a
symmetrical move, demonstrating that both rely on specific practices in which the
composing elements are processed and gathered together.

32. See “Mission and Tasks,” Eurojust, accessed May 26, 2020, http://www.eurojust
.europa.eu/about/background/Pages/mission-tasks.aspx.
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Borders (Berlin), Air Borders Centre (Rome), Western Sea Borders Centre (Madrid),
Ad-hoc Training Centre for Training (Traiskirchen, Austria), Centre of Excellence
(Dover, United Kingdom), and Eastern Sea Borders Centre (Piraeus, Greece). See
“Origin,” Frontex, accessed January 15, 2018, http://frontex.europa.eu/about-frontex
/origin/.
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border sites in a simplistic sense.”

95. As Wendy Brown states in Walled States, Waning Sovereignty (Cambridge, MA:
MIT Press, 2011), 82, “these terms ‘inside’ and ‘outside’ do not necessarily corre-
spond to nation-state identity or fealty, that is, where otherness and difference are
detached from jurisdiction and membership.”

96. In Hollow Land: Israel’s Architecture of Occupation (New York: Verso, 2012), 4-6,
Eyal Weizman speaks of an elastic geography of myriad actors and dispersed spatial
organization. He concludes that the architecture of borders “cannot be understood
as the material embodiment of a unified political will or as the product of a single
ideology.” Instead, “the architecture of the frontier could not be said to be simply
" Weizman explains the architecture of
border politics can be thought of in two ways. It can be used to read specific forms

‘political’ but rather ‘politics in matter.

of border politics “in the way social, economic, national, and strategic forces solidify
into the organization, form, and ornamentation of homes, infrastructure, and settle-
ments.” But it can also be employed “as a conceptual way of understanding political
issues as constructed realities.”

97. The political and material geography of borders is linked to what Louise Amoore,
in “Cloud Geographies. Computing, Data, Sovereignty,” Security Dialogue 42, no. 1
(2018): 4-24 calls the cloud geography of borders.

98. Rob Walker in Inside/Outside: International Relations as Political Theory (Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993), 6 expresses his dissatisfaction with theo-
ries that “simply take historically specific-modern-ontological options as a given.”
His conceptualization of the inside and outside of states in a shifting global world
order has not left the study of borders unaffected. As John Allen argues Topologies of
Power. Beyond Territory and Network (Oxford and New York: Routledge, 2016), 136—
137 “the idea of a ‘blurred’ inside and outside . . . seems to miss the point some-
what.” Instead, “a variety of modes of exclusion and inclusion may be exercised”
with a number of shades of gray in between, as Huub Dijstelbloem and Dennis
Broeders argue in “Border Surveillance, Mobility Management and the Shaping of
Non-publics in Europe,” European Journal of Social Theory 18, no. 1 (2014): 21-38.

99. As Reece Jones argues in Border Walls: Security and the War on Terror in the United
States, India and Israel (Chicago: Zed Books, 2012), 171, “The construction of a bar-
rier on the border simultaneously legitimizes and intensifies these other exclusion-
ary practices of the sovereign state. It legitimizes exclusion by providing a material
manifestation of the abstract idea of sovereignty, which brings the claim of territo-
rial difference into being. The barrier also intensifies these exclusionary practices,
because once the boundary is marked ‘the container’ of the state takes form, the

Downloaded from http://direct.mit.edu/books/chapter-pdf/1957633/c005900_9780262366380.pdf by guest on 01 December 2021



210 Notes

perception of difference between the two places becomes stronger. By performing
sovereign control, the state simultaneously reifies authority over that territory and
defines the limits of the people that belong there.” Of particular interest here is
Jones’s remark here that “once the boundary is marked ‘the container’ of the state
takes form.”

100. Linnet Taylor in “No Place to Hide? The Ethics and Analytics of Tracking
Mobility Using Mobile Phone Data,” Environment and Planning D: Society and Space
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Chapter 8
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range of materials that cannot be easily penetrated or moved through, restricting the
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4. See Geoffrey Bowker and Susan Leigh Star, Sorting Things Out. Classification and
Its Consequences (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1999); David Lyon, Surveillance after
September 11 (Cambridge, UK: Polity Press, 2003); Huub Dijstelbloem and Dennis
Broeders, “Border Surveillance, Mobility Management and the Shaping of Non-
publics in Europe,” European Journal of Social Theory 18, no. 1 (2014): 21-38.

5. The term “hidden integration” of Europe was coined by Thomas Misa and Johan
Schot in “Introduction,” History and Technology 21, no. 1 (2005): 1-19.

6. The term “boundary project” refers to the notion of “boundary objects,” as devel-
oped by Bowker and Leigh Star, Sorting Things Out.

7. Jo Guldi describes in Roads to Power: Britain Invents the Infrastructure State (Cam-
bridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2012) how British towns in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries were connected by the construction of roads. It was not a fluid
transition; all kinds of controversies arose as the new road connections implied new
divisions and exclusions. Guldi illustrates the kind of government and bureaucratic
force required to bring about this change as the rise of the “infrastructural state.”

8. Peter Sloterdijk, Not Saved: Essay after Heidegger (Cambridge, UK: Polity Press,
2017), 90-95.
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needed to respond to the threat in question. Reintroducing border control at the
internal border should only ever be used as a measure of last resort,” Regulation
(EU) 2016/399 of the European Parliament and of the Council of March 9, 2016,
on a Union Code on the Rules Governing the Movement of Persons across Borders
(Schengen Borders Code), and “Temporary Reintroduction of Border Control,” Euro-
pean Commission, accessed May 30, 2020, https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we
-do/policies/borders-and-visas/schengen/reintroduction-border-control_en.
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System Meltdown,” Politico, accessed June 1, 2020, https://www.politico.eu/article
/schengen-proves-hard-to-reboot-after-system-meltdown/.

4. The following partly draws on Huub Dijstelbloem, “Bordering a Hybrid World:
Infrastructural Isolation and the Governance of Human and Nonhuman Mobility,”
Global Perspectives 1, no. 1 (2020): 12789, https://doi.org/10.1525/gp.2020.12789.

5. See Louise Bengtsson, Stefan Borg, and Mark Rhinard, “Assembling European Health
Security: Epidemic Intelligence and the Hunt for Cross-Border Health Threats,” Security
Dialogue 50, no. 2 (2019): 115-130. An early example of this development is the Moni-
toring Emerging Diseases (ProMed-Mail) Program, founded in 1994 by the Federation
of American Scientists, which took advantage of the emerging online connectivity
offered by the web. See Stephen Roberts and Stefan Elbe, “Catching the Flu: Syndromic
Surveillance, Algorithmic Governmentality and Global Health Security,” Security Dia-
logue 48, no. 1 (2017): 49. Other examples include the Global Public Health Intelligence
Network (GPHIN), established by Canadian health authorities in 1997, and the Global
Outbreak Alert and Response Network (GOARN), based on data from GPHIN and other
sources. A final example is the Global Health Security Initiative (GHSI), a response by
the G7 countries and Mexico to the 2001 anthrax attacks in the United States.

6. Examples include the ProMedProgram, the GPHIN program, and HealthMap.
7. See Bengtsson et al., “Assembling European Health Security,” 122-123.
8. See Bengtsson et al., “Assembling European Health Security,” 122-123.

9. Pierre Rosanvallon, Counter-Democracy. Politics in an Age of Distrust (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2008), 30.
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10. Here, I refer to James C. Scott, Seeing Like a State. How Certain Schemes to Improve
the Human Condition Have Failed (New Haven, CT/London: Yale University Press,
1998).

11. See Charles Kenny, “Pandemics Close Borders—and Keep Them Closed,” Politico,
March 25, 2020, https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2020/03/25/trump-corona
virus-borders-history-plague-146788 ; and A. Wess Mitchell and Charles Ingrao,
“Emperor Joseph'’s Solution to Coronavirus,” Wall Street Journal, April 6, 2020, https://
www.wsj.com/articles/emperor-josephs-solution-to-coronavirus-11586214561.
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