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Insulin resistance and hyperinsulinaemia in the
development and progression of cancer
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Experimental, epidemiological and clinical evidence implicates insulin resistance and its
accompanying hyperinsulinaemia in the development of cancer, but the relative importance of
these disturbances in cancer remains unclear. There are, however, theoretical mechanisms by
which hyperinsulinaemia could amplify such growth-promoting effects as insulin may have, as well
as the growth-promoting effects of other, more potent, growth factors. Hyperinsulinaemia may
also induce other changes, particularly in the IGF (insulin-like growth factor) system, that could
promote cell proliferation and survival. Several factors can independently modify both cancer risk
and insulin resistance, including subclinical inflammation and obesity. The possibility that some
of the effects of hyperinsulinaemia might then augment pro-carcinogenic changes associated with
disturbances in these factors emphasizes how, rather than being a single causative factor, insulin
resistance may be most usefully viewed as one strand in a network of interacting disturbances that
promote the development and progression of cancer.

INTRODUCTION
Insulin resistance is a state of reduced sensitivity
of insulin-responsive tissues to insulin and its key
consequences include an impaired ability of insulin
to suppress hepatic glucose production and stimulate
peripheral glucose elimination. Circulating glucose levels
would, therefore, be expected to rise with insulin
resistance, but glucose is insulin’s principal secretagogue
and, providing β-cell function is adequate, insulin
secretion increases to overcome insulin resistance and
glucose levels are normalized. The resulting ‘compensatory hyperinsulinaemia’ is a hallmark of insulin
resistance.

Insulin resistance coincides with an increased risk
of cancer in a variety of conditions, including aging,
physical inactivity [1], obesity [2], central body fat
distribution [3], Type 2 diabetes [4], hyperglycaemia [5],
the metabolic syndrome [6], liver disease [7], subclinical
inflammation [8], acromegaly [9], a high-glycaemicindex diet [10] and a high-saturated-fat diet [11], and
there is extensively reviewed evidence linking measures
associated with insulin resistance with the subsequent
development of cancer or pre-cancerous changes [12–21].
These reviews have, however, tended to focus on specific
conditions, e.g. diabetes, obesity or colorectal cancer, or
on epidemiological rather than experimental evidence.
The present review begins by highlighting key aspects
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of the experimental, epidemiological and clinical evidence
that justify an in-depth consideration of insulin resistance
and hyperinsulinaemia as factors in carcinogenesis. It
then examines the various mechanisms by which insulin
resistance and its accompanying hyperinsulinaemia could
have an impact on cancer risk. The review also makes
a distinction between promotion of cancer by insulin
resistance and hyperinsulinaemia and promotion of
cancer by conditions that coincidentally cause insulin
resistance and hyperinsulinaemia.

Experimental studies
Azoxymethane induction of colon cancer or precancerous aberrant crypt foci in the rat has provided
the most widely used experimental model with which
links between insulin resistance and cancer have been
evaluated. Tumorigenesis in this model is enhanced by
injection of medium-acting insulin [22,23], and calorie
restriction, perhaps the most familiar means of reducing
insulin resistance, diminishes the development of aberrant
crypt foci [24]. Calorie restriction is also effective in
other animal models [25,26]. Low fat in the diet provides
additional protection [27] and this emphasizes further the
possible importance of insulin resistance, given that lowfat diets are associated with reduced insulin resistance
independent of calorie content [28]. Conversely, high
calorie intake correlates significantly with pre-cancerous
changes [29], and this effect is again modulated by
dietary composition, the most tumorigenic being a highfat diet [30]. It is worth noting that, in an animal
model of breast cancer, the presence of obesity had no
apparent effect on mammary tumour development, but
the carcinogen employed was more able to promote colon
cancer [31]. Insulin resistance and hyperinsulinaemia are
typical of obesity, so this observation draws attention to
the possibility that insulin resistance may be particularly
important in colon cancer.
Bruce and co-workers [32] have extended the dietary
studies to include an evaluation of accompanying
changes in insulin resistance and insulinaemia. The
development of colonic aberrant crypt foci was preceded
by insulin resistance and hyperinsulinaemia, and there
was a significant positive relationship between the
size of aberrant crypt foci and non-fasting insulin
concentrations [29]. A stronger relationship was observed
with increasing OGTT (oral glucose tolerance test)
glucose concentrations which, when resulting from
dietary modification, would be expected to reflect
increasing insulin resistance. In subsequent experiments,
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ACF, aberrant crypt foci; AUC, area under the curve.
Study
Koohestani et al. [29] (n = 98)
Fasting plasma insulin
OGTT glucose AUC
Tran et al. [33] (n = 24)
OGTT 180 min insulin
Clamp insulin sensitivity

Correlation with
ACF size/number

0.39
0.67
0.42
−0.52

Significance
<0.01
<0.001
<0.05
<0.01

a positive relationship was observed between the
number of aberrant crypt foci and insulin concentrations
3 h following an oral glucose load, but a stronger
relationship was apparent with a direct measure of
insulin sensitivity obtained using the euglycaemic–
hyperinsulinaemic clamp [33]. The significant correlates
of precursors of colon cancer were, therefore, those
that might be expected to express most accurately net
insulin exposure. Key findings from these experiments
are summarized in Table 1.

Epidemiological studies
A complicating factor in evaluating whether experimental associations between insulin resistance and cell
proliferation and survival translate into increased risk
in humans has been the difficulty in assessing insulin
resistance, requiring as it does quantification of the
rate of elimination of glucose from the blood relative
to the accompanying plasma insulin concentration.
Plasma insulin concentrations can, nevertheless, provide
a surrogate index since, in the presence of adequate β-cell
function, the degree of compensatory hyperinsulinaemia
is directly related to the degree of insulin resistance.
C-peptide may provide a more effective index of
insulinaemia as it is secreted simultaneously and in
equimolar quantities with insulin but has a longer plasma
half-life, which may render it less subject to individual
variation. Associations between insulin or C-peptide
and cancer have been evaluated in a number of studies.
Studies of colorectal cancer are divided between those
showing no association [34–38] or a significant positive
association [3,39–44], although three studies have found
significantly higher insulin or C-peptide concentrations
among patients in whom colorectal adenoma has been
detected [45–47], particularly in those with advanced
lesions [45]. As with colorectal cancer, studies are
divided for breast cancer (no association [48–56]; positive
association [57–64]), endometrial cancer (no association
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EXPERIMENTAL, EPIDEMIOLOGICAL AND
CLINICAL EVIDENCE FOR LINKS BETWEEN
INSULIN RESISTANCE, HYPERINSULINAEMIA
AND CANCER

Table 1 Correlation coefficients for the relationships
between aberrant crypt foci and indices and measures
of insulin resistance and insulinaemia in Fischer 344 rats
initiated by azoxymethane and given diets differing in
calorie and saturated fat content (Koohestani et al. [29])
or saturated fat content (Tran et al. [33])

Insulin resistance and cancer

Table 2 Summary relative risk estimates for plasma insulin
or C-peptide as predictors of colorectal, breast, endometrial
and pancreatic cancer from the meta-analysis of Pisani [19]
and for insulin as a predictor of prostate cancer from the
meta-analysis of Hsing et al. [18]

CI, confidence interval.
Type of cancer

Relative risk (95 % CI)

Number of cases

Colorectal
Breast
Endometrial
Pancreatic
Prostate

1.35
1.26
1.11
1.70
1.53

1257
1164
388
209
220

(1.13–1.61)
(1.06–1.48)
(0.74–1.65)
(1.10–2.63)
(1.01–2.32)

coincident insulin-resistance-related cardiovascular risk
factors of the metabolic syndrome and polymorphisms
of the insulin signalling system. As with measures of
insulinaemia, studies are divided according to whether
they show no significant association or a significant
positive association between these indices and cancer risk
[12–18,79–81]. It is noteworthy, however, that for the
metabolic syndrome, which would be expected to reflect
long-term insulin resistance and hyperinsulinaemia, the
weight of evidence appears to favour a significant
positive association [6,17,18,38,82–87]. It should also be
noted that insulin-resistance-related abnormalities may
be associated, not only with cancer itself, but also
with more aggressive cancer or with mortality from
cancer in those with existing cancer [88–92]. Equivocal
evidence regarding diabetes mellitus may reflect a lack
of discrimination between hypo- and hyper-insulinaemic
forms of diabetes mellitus [17,93] and possible differences
according to diabetes therapy [21] (see the next section).

Clinical evidence
Restoration of insulin action by a reduction in insulin
resistance and replacement of plasma insulin is central
to the treatment of diabetes mellitus, and monitoring
of the long-term effects of the different treatments
available has provided suggestive evidence regarding
links between insulin resistance, hyperinsulinaemia and
cancer. A number of insulin-sensitization agents have
recently become available, but only metformin has
been in use long enough for reliable conclusions to be
drawn regarding its effects on cancer in vivo. Metformin
augments signalling via AMPK (AMP-activated protein
kinase), resulting in inhibition of hepatic glucose and
lipid synthesis and increased muscle glucose uptake
[94]. Consequently less insulin is needed to achieve
these effects and a net insulin sensitization is apparent.
Additionally, AMPK activation can inhibit cell growth
and proliferation, possibly via inhibition of the mTOR
(mammalian target of rapamycin) complex [95], and
there are now several studies showing a reduced risk
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[65,66]; positive association [67–69]) and prostate cancer
(no association [70–72]; positive association [73,74]).
Two studies of pancreatic cancer both found a positive
association [75,76].
Studies of colorectal, breast, endometrial and pancreatic cancer were the subject of a meta-analysis by Pisani
[19] published in 2008. The majority of studies were
population-based and, for colorectal and endometrial
cancers, there was little difference between prospective
and cross-sectional studies. Pisani did, however, note
that, for breast cancer, prospective studies all showed
no association with insulin or C-peptide, with all of the
evidence for a positive association coming from crosssectional studies. Positive associations could, therefore,
reflect secondary effects of existing cancer in the cases.
However, more recently, two prospective analyses from
the U.S. Women’s Health Initiative Observational Study
have reported a positive association between insulin concentrations and incident breast cancer [60,61]. Importantly, one of these evaluated serial insulin measurements
[61], which would be expected to provide a more accurate
assessment of net insulin exposure than a single baseline
measure. The serially derived insulin measures showed
an appreciably stronger relationship with incident breast
cancer than the single baseline measurements.
Epidemiological studies of the relationships between
insulin, C-peptide and cancer vary considerably in study
design and the extent to which confounding factors
have been taken into account. However, the majority
standardized for the principal confounder, adiposity.
The extent to which there is a continuous or threshold
relationship between insulinaemia and cancer is difficult
to assess, the majority of studies simply comparing risk
in the top and bottom percentiles. There is, however,
some evidence for a continuous relationship [43]. The
weight of epidemiological evidence, therefore, suggests
that hyperinsulinaemia (and, by implication, insulin
resistance) is a risk factor for cancer and it should be
noted that, with studies divided between those showing
no association or a positive association, the weight
of evidence favours a positive association. Only with
prostate cancer has there been any evidence for a lower
risk of cancer with elevated insulin levels [77,78]. Studies
of prostate cancer will be confounded by the low
androgen concentrations, and therefore lower risk of
prostate cancer, that may be found in association with
insulin resistance. Nevertheless, as mentioned above,
there are also studies showing no association [70–72] or a
positive association [73,74] between prostate cancer and
insulinaemia. Relative risks for all studies of colorectal,
breast, endometrial and pancreatic cancer in the metaanalysis of Pisani [19] are summarized in Table 2, with
estimates for prostate cancer from the meta-analysis of
Hsing et al. [18].
Other indices of insulin resistance or hyperinsulinaemia include plasma leptin concentrations, the
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these agents [97–99,112], but firm conclusions are difficult
because of the inclusion of reduced risk metformin users
in the comparison groups. Sulfonylurea users may be
at a somewhat lower risk than insulin users [97], but
information in this area is very limited and, even if an
increased risk was confirmed, a pharmacological effect of
these drugs cannot be excluded.

MITOGENIC AND ANTI-APOPTOTIC EFFECTS
OF INSULIN
Growth promotion via classical insulin
signalling
The possibility that insulin might increase cell proliferation in vivo was highlighted decades ago by Stout
and Vallance-Owen [113] in relation to the development
of atherosclerosis and, at the same time, in vitro and
in vivo studies were indicating that many tumours might
have an absolute dependence on insulin for continuing
growth [114,115]. Since then, there has been considerable
progress in elucidating how insulin could promote cell
proliferation and survival. Insulin action begins with
binding to its specific receptor, a transmembrane receptor
tyrosine kinase. Signalling by the activated receptor
involves autophosphorylation of tyrosine residues in
the intracellular domain, which then promotes the
phosphorylation of IRS-1 (insulin receptor substrate-1)
and transmission of the insulin signal via two major
phosphorylation cascades. These are distinguished by
their principal mediators: PI3K (phosphoinositide 3kinase) and MAPK (mitogen-activated protein kinase),
as illustrated in Figure 1.
Signalling via the PI3K pathway involves the
interaction of phosphorylated IRS-1 with the p85
regulatory subunit of PI3K and, as a consequence,
activation of the PI3K p110 catalytic subunit. Activated
PI3K locates to the cell membrane where it catalyses the
production of PtdIns(3,4,5)P3 . PtdIns(3,4,5)P3 stimulates
the translation of the serine/threonine protein kinase
Akt to the cell membrane, where it is phosphorylated
by the PtdIns(3,4,5)P3 -dependent protein kinase PDK1
(phosphoinositide-dependent kinase 1). Akt is capable
of stimulating the phosphorylation and consequent
inhibition or activation of a broad range of proteins that
affect cell growth, division and survival as well as lipid and
carbohydrate metabolism, for example the pro-apoptotic
Bcl-2 family member BAD, the metabolism and growthrelated Fox (forkhead box) transcription factors such as
Foxa2 and FOXO1a, and the growth-related mTOR and
its downstream effector kinase p70S6K (p70 S6 kinase).
Signalling via the PI3K pathway is also a key factor
in the translocation of GLUT-4 glucose transporters
to the cell membrane. The importance of signalling via
the PI3K pathway for cell proliferation and survival is
evidenct from the high prevalence in a variety of cancers
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of cancer in patients treated with metformin [96–99]. It
could be argued, however, that this reflects metformin’s
intracellular actions rather than any effect it may have
on insulin resistance and hyperinsulinaemia. Moreover,
evidence from in vitro studies indicates that metformin
also has effects on cell proliferation via intracellular
targets other than AMPK [100,101].
Injection of insulin by patients with diabetes to control
their blood glucose levels has been a mainstay of Type 1
diabetes therapy for over 80 years and is also an important
option in the treatment of Type 2 diabetes. There is some
evidence that insulin therapy can augment colorectal
cancer risk in patients with Type 2 diabetes [102,103].
Importantly, one of these studies corrected for metformin
use, this being likely to be more frequent in the noninsulin-using controls and to be associated with lower
colorectal cancer risk [102]. Moreover, that study found
that risk increased significantly with increasing duration
of chronic insulin use. Further suggestive evidence comes
from a study published recently based on a German
insurance fund cohort in which a significant increase in
the risk of malignant neoplasm or cancer mortality was
observed with each S.D. increase in dose of human insulin
[104].
Recombinant DNA technology has enabled the
construction of insulin analogues with enhanced
absorption properties and a more sustained biological
effect on account of a higher affinity of binding to
the insulin receptor. Such properties might also be
expected to enhance any effects insulin might have on
cell proliferation and survival. A dose-dependent increase
in malignant tumour formation was observed in rats
injected with one of the earliest of these analogues to
be investigated, B10-Asp (AspB10 insulin), which has
an aspartate residue substituted at the B10 position of
the insulin molecule [105]. A 7-fold increase in the
rate of proliferation of cultured human cancer cells was
observed with this analogue [106], and similar effects
have been reported in vitro with other analogues [107].
Insulin analogues can undergo modification at the site
of injection, so the relevance of proliferative effects
identified in vitro to in vivo risks is questionable. There
are, nevertheless, several observational epidemiological
studies that link use of some insulin analogues with
increased risk of cancer [98,104,108,109]. Although
controversial [110,111], the possibility has been raised
that the pro-proliferative effects of insulin analogues
result primarily from enhanced activation of the IGF-1
(insulin-like growth factor-1) receptor [21]. Their
relevance to any effects native human insulin may have
are, therefore, questionable.
It should be noted that the other major therapy option
for increasing circulating native insulin levels is use of
insulin secretagogues, of which the sulfonylurea drugs
have been available the longest. There is some evidence
suggesting an increased risk of cancer in patients using

Insulin resistance and cancer

Positive influences are shown by lines ending in arrows and inhibitory influences by lines ending in bars. MEK, MAPK/extracellular-signal-regulated kinase kinase; PIP3,
PtdIns(3,4,5)P 3 ; PKC, protein kinase C; triglyceride, triacylgycerol.
of a loss-of-function of the PtdIns(3,4,5)P3 -phosphatase
PTEN (phosphatase and tensin homologue deleted on
chromosome 10), which results in elevated levels of
PtdIns(3,4,5)P3 and enhanced PI3K signalling [116].
Phosphorylated IRS-1 can also mediate the formation
of a complex between the adaptor protein Grb2 (growthfactor-receptor-bound protein 2) and the guanine
nucleotide-exchange factor mSos (mammalian Son of
sevenless). The Grb2–mSos complex can then promote
GTP loading and consequent activation of the smallmolecular-mass GTPase p21Ras, which lies at the head
of the MAPK signalling cascade and which provides
a point of convergence for signalling by a number of
growth factors. Via a series of intermediate kinases,
activated p21Ras promotes the activation of MAPKs,
which then activate transcription factors involved in
cell proliferation. The importance of signalling via the
Ras/MAPK pathway for cell proliferation and survival is
shown by the high prevalence of p21Ras overexpression
in a range of different cancers [117].
In vitro studies, including studies of cancer cells
[118], provide ample evidence for the promotion of
cell division by insulin. However, supra-physiological
insulin concentrations have generally been used in these
studies and it has been questioned whether, on its own,
insulin binding to the insulin receptor has any growthpromoting effects [119]. Nevertheless, the in vivo milieu
in which insulin operates may be very different from in
vitro conditions and, as will be shown, insulin can induce
other changes that could amplify any growth-promoting

properties it may have. It could be objected that the
compensatory hyperinsulinaemia of insulin resistance
merely restores insulin signalling to non-resistant levels
so, in principle, no additional drive to cell division and
survival might be expected. This is likely to be true of
signalling via the PI3K pathway, which also mediates the
glucoregulatory effects of insulin. There is, nevertheless,
some evidence from an in vitro study in breast cancer cells
that insulin signalling via the MAPK pathway is preserved
despite inhibition of IRS-1/PI3K signalling [120]. The
possibility that compensatory hyperinsulinaemia might
provide additional drive to cell proliferation via the
MAPK pathway is illustrated in Figure 2.

Other growth-promoting effects of insulin
Small-molecular-mass GTPases play a key role in the
signalling pathways involved in cell proliferation and
there is evidence, largely from the work of Goalstone,
Draznin and co-workers [121–123], for specific activation
of these proteins and amplification of their effects by
insulin. p21Ras is among the most prominent of these
enzymes and prenylation of p21Ras with a farnesyl
moiety by the enzyme farnesyl transferase is an essential
step in anchoring p21Ras to the plasma membrane in
readiness for GTP loading and signalling via the MAPK
pathway. Insulin can activate farnesyl transferase by
phosphorylation of its regulatory α subunit [121], and
insulin-induced increases in p21Ras farnesylation have
indeed been shown to be associated with increased GTP
loading of membrane-bound p21Ras [122]. Activation of
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Figure 1 Principal signalling pathways activated by the insulin receptor
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In uncompensated insulin resistance (upper panel), signalling via the PI3K pathway is diminished, glucose uptake by the cell via GLUT-4 transporters is reduced,
suppression of gluconeogenesis is reduced and glucose levels rise. In compensated insulin resistance (lower panel), the pancreas responds to the rise in glucose levels
with increased insulin secretion, insulin levels rise, signalling through the PI3K pathway is restored and cell glucose uptake and gluconeogenesis are normalized.
However, the increased insulin concentrations increase signalling via the kinases of the MAPK pathway {p21Ras, Raf, MEK [MAPK/ERK (extracellular-signal-regulated
kinase) kinase] and ERK} to increase cell proliferation and survival.

farnesyl transferase appears to be mediated via the insulin
receptor, as shown by increased levels of farnesylated
p21Ras in cells overexpressing insulin receptors and
reduced levels in cells expressing a mutant insulin receptor
with impaired function [123]. These studies also suggest
that farnesyl transferase activation by insulin is not
mediated by the IRS-1/PI3K pathway, but via another
target of the activated insulin receptor, Shc, which then
promotes Grb2/mSos recruitment, p21Ras activation
and phosphorylation of farnesyl transferase via MAPK
pathway activation. Different isoforms of Shc that can
be phosphorylated by the activated insulin receptor
[124] include the p52 isoform which, upon tyrosine
phosphorylation, activates p21Ras and the p66 isoform
which has an additional domain with a phosphorylatable
serine residue and acts as a competitive inhibitor of
p21Ras activation by the other isoforms [125].
This stimulation of farnesyl transferase activity
appears to be specific to insulin [126], and prolonged
hyperinsulinaemia has been shown to increase the cellular
pool of farnesylated p21Ras and loading of p21Ras with
GTP [127,128]. This effect is in addition to the general upregulation of p21Ras-GTP associated with growth factor
signalling and it can, therefore, synergize with stimulation
of the guanine nucleotide-exchange activity of mSos by
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insulin or other growth factors to amplify growth factor
signalling [129,130]. These interactions are illustrated in
Figure 3.

Up-regulation of insulin receptors and
insulin-regulated intracellular signalling
molecules
Carcinogenesis is a multifactorial multistage process
and one of these stages can include overexpression of
insulin receptors. The compensatory hyperinsulinaemia
of insulin resistance could, therefore, provide an
additional stimulus to cell proliferation and survival
in situations where insulin signalling has already been
rendered hypersensitive by increased expression of
insulin receptors. In non-malignantly transformed cells
overexpressing insulin receptors, exposure to insulin can
result in a malignantly transformed phenotype [131,132].
Insulin receptors may be overexpressed 2–6-fold in cancer
cells [133–135]; moreover, although the up-regulated
receptors can appear structurally normal, the sensitivity
of their receptor tyrosine kinase activity is increased
[136]. Two isoforms of the insulin receptor exist, the A
isoform predominating in fetal tissues and the B isoform
in adult tissues. In addition to binding insulin, the A
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Figure 2 Hypothetical scheme for enhanced cell growth and survival in insulin resistance

Insulin resistance and cancer

Insulin increases activation of farnesyl transferase, which increases farnesylation of p21Ras. As a consequence, the pool of p21Ras-GTP is increased. This has the effect
of amplifying growth factor signalling via the MAPK pathway. MEK, MAPK/ERK kinase.

form of the receptor binds IGF-2 and, in cancer cells
overexpressing insulin receptors, the A form appears to
predominate [137]. Overexpression of insulin receptors
therefore exposes the cell to the growth-promoting effects
of IGF-2.
Cancer cells appear to loose their ability to downregulate insulin receptors in response to hyperinsulinaemia [138] and in cells with up-regulated insulin
receptors, a given concentration of insulin can increase
production of p21Ras-GTP 7-fold compared with
normal cells [139]. The observation that p21Ras-GTP,
farnesylated p21 Ras and phosphorylated Shc are all
increased in cells overexpressing insulin receptors or
overexpressing a mitogenically active mutant insulin
receptor emphasizes the functional consequences of
receptor overexpression [135,140]. As well as interacting
with up-regulated insulin receptors, the compensatory
hyperinsulinaemia of insulin resistance could also interact
with the up-regulation of intracellular mediators involved
in growth factor signalling frequently observed in
carcinogenesis. An example is provided by p21Ras itself,
which, when overexpressed, can greatly enhance the effect
of insulin on cell growth [141].

INSULIN RESISTANCE, HYPERINSULINAEMIA
AND SIGNALLING VIA THE IGF-1 RECEPTOR
IGF-1, insulin resistance and cell
proliferation and survival
IGF-1 signalling via the IGF-1 receptor has effects
on cell proliferation and survival that are appreciably
stronger than those of insulin [142]. IGF-1 can act as
a potent growth factor for cancer cells both in vivo
[143] and in vitro [144], and in vivo overexpression of
IGF-1 can promote tumour formation [145], whereas its

down-regulation can inhibit tumorigenesis [146]. IGF-1
can overcome the beneficial effect of calorie restriction
in animal models of cancer [147] and can increase
expression of angiogenic factors in cancer cells [148].
Epidemiological evidence supports a role for elevated
circulating IGF-1 levels in the development of a variety of
cancers, including colorectal, prostate and breast cancers
[149] (although an inverse relationship has been reported
for free IGF-1 levels [67]). It should also be noted
that stimulation of PI3K or MAPK signalling via the
IGF-1 receptor can promote phosphorylation of TAF-1
(transcriptional activation function-1) of the oestrogen
receptor, thus promoting oestrogen-independent cell
growth and division in oestrogen-sensitive tissues [150].
There is considerable homology between the insulin
receptor and the IGF-1 receptor, and insulin can bind to
and activate the IGF-1 receptor. Insulin could, therefore,
enhance IGF signalling by direct stimulation of the IGF-1
receptor [151], although the relevance of this is uncertain
[152]. Nevertheless, given that signalling via the IGF-1
receptor is more tightly linked to growth promotion,
any augmentation of IGF-1-receptor-mediated signalling
could markedly affect cell proliferation and survival. In
accordance with this, relatively minor increases in serum
IGF-1 concentrations are associated with an increased
risk of prostate [153,154], breast [155], colon [156] and
lung [157] cancers.

Indirect effects of insulin on IGF signalling
Insulin can up-regulate human hepatic GH (growth
hormone) receptors [158], and receptor-mediated GH
signalling in the liver is the principal stimulus for IGF-1
release [159]. Hyperinsulinaemia could, therefore, specifically augment IGF-1 levels. The potential importance
of such an effect is suggested by the observations that, in
contrast with IGF-1, IGF-2 levels appear to be unaffected
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Figure 3 Farnesylation of p21Ras causes it to locate to the plasma membrane where it can undergo GTP loading, which is
essential for signalling via the MAPK pathway
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Theoretically, interactions between the effects of insulin resistance and hyperinsulinaemia could lead to amplification of the cell proliferation and survival signals induced
by insulin. This amplification will be even greater against a background of insulin or IGF-1 receptor overexpression or growth signalling protein overexpression. The
ability of insulin to increase the pool of p21Ras-GTP by enhancing p21Ras farnesylation has the potential to amplify further these effects.

by GH levels [160] and do not predict incident cancer
[156]. As IGF-1 signalling involves similar pathways
to those utilized by insulin, another mechanism by
which insulin could amplify IGF-1 signalling could
involve insulin’s ability to stimulate p21Ras farnesylation.
Moreover, as with the insulin receptor, the IGF-1 receptor
is frequently overexpressed in cancer cells [161,162]. In
addition to amplifying any signalling by insulin via the
IGF-1 receptor, overexpression of the IGF-1 receptor
in cancer cells will augment the formation of insulin
receptor/IGF-1 receptor hybrids. This could increase the
possibility of cross-talk, whereby insulin binding
to the insulin receptor moiety of the heterodimer activates
the IGF-1 receptor moiety [163], and there is evidence for
this in relation with hybrids with the A isoform of the
insulin receptor [164].

IGFBPs (IGF-binding proteins)
Insulin could affect IGF-1 signalling further by
modulating the availability of IGFBPs. Six IGFBPs have
been identified and the most abundant, IGFBP-3, binds
approx. 80 % of circulating IGF-1 and has intrinsic
anti-tumorigenic properties [165], possibly mediated
by inhibition of farnesyl transferase activity [166].
There is also evidence that IGFBP-3 may promote
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apoptosis [167,168]; however, hepatic production of
IGFBP-3 and formation of the IGF-1–IGFBP-3 complex
appears to be positively controlled by GH, which,
given the up-regulation of GH receptors by insulin
described above, would predict higher IGFBP-3 levels
in association with compensatory hyperinsulinaemia
[169]. These interactions would then suggest an antitumorigenic action of insulin.
In contrast, hyperinsulinaemia suppresses IGFBP-1
levels [170,171] and, although IGFBP-2 is not
acutely regulated by insulin, there is some evidence
that chronically low levels of insulin are associated
with an increase in IGFBP-2 [172]. How important
these effects are with regard to the control of IGF
availability might be questioned given that less than
25 % of IGF appears to be bound by these proteins
[173]. However, although IGFBP-3 is responsible for
the bulk of IGF binding, it is the smaller, capillary
permeable, rapidly turning over pool of IGFBPs, which
includes IGFBP-1 and IGFBP-2, that may be important
in modulating IGF bioactivity [173,174]. Suppression of
the levels of these proteins by insulin might, therefore,
increase the extravascular availability of bioactive IGF-1,
although much more evidence is needed to clarify the
complex dynamic relationships that are likely to be
involved.
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Figure 4 Interaction between insulin resistance and cell proliferation and survival

Insulin resistance and cancer

Activated cells of the immune system release cytokines and ROS, which induce insulin resistance via JNK and cell proliferation and survival via NF-κB. Positive
influences are shown by lines ending in arrows and inhibitory influences by lines ending in bars.

INSULIN-RESISTANCE-RELATED
PRO-CARCINOGENIC CHARACTERISTICS
Insulin resistance and its compensatory hyperinsulinaemia have effects that can promote cancer and
these effects can interact and synergize with other
growth-promoting changes, as illustrated in Figure 4.
Nevertheless, insulin resistance and hyperinsulinaemia
may be a consequence of other processes that can
themselves promote cancer by other pathways. Two
key areas in this respect are increased activation of
the inflammatory system and increased adiposity, both
of which can induce insulin resistance and both of
which may promote the development and progression
of cancer independently of their effects on insulin
resistance.

Activation of inflammatory mediators
Inflammation, chronic and subclinical, has come to be
recognized as a key factor in tumorigenesis and cancer
progression [175–177]. One means by which activated
cells of the immune system exert their protection against
pathogens is by production of ROS (reactive oxygen
species), and ROS can disrupt insulin signalling by
activating JNK (c-Jun N-terminal kinase). JNK, in turn,
increases the serine phosphorylation of IRS-1, decreases
the tyrosine phosphorylation of IRS-1 and inhibits serine
phosphorylation of Akt, each of which contribute to
reduced insulin signalling [178]. ROS can also cause
oxidative damage to DNA, a key factor in the somatic

mutations that underlie tumorigenesis [179]. It should
be noted that, as well as inducing insulin resistance,
production of ROS can also be increased by some of the
consequences of insulin resistance, including elevations
in glucose levels [180] and increased β-oxidation of fatty
acids [181].
Activation of inflammatory pathways can induce
insulin resistance by a variety of other mechanisms [182].
For example, signalling by TNF-α (tumour necrosis
factor-α) via the TNF receptor can activate JNK. Another
possibility involves signalling via NF-κB (nuclear factor
κB), which is promoted by an inhibitor of NF-κB
inactivation, IKKβ [IκB (inhibitor of NF-κB) kinase β].
The importance of NF-κB in the induction of insulin
resistance is apparent in the improvements in insulin
sensitivity resulting from inhibition of IKKβ by high
dose salicylate [183]. Equally, the importance of NFκB in the promotion of carcinogenesis is apparent in
the reduction in risk of cancer associated with the
use of aspirin and other NSAIDs (non-steroidal antiinflammatory agents) [184], which is mediated by the
inhibition of signalling via NF-κB [185]. A further
convergence between inflammation, insulin resistance
and cancer is observed in relation to the nuclear receptor
PPAR-γ (peroxisome-proliferator-activated receptor-γ ).
As a well-established mediator of insulin action, PPAR-γ
can also antagonize NF-κB [186] and can inhibit procarcinogenic changes in human colon cancer cells [187].
Interactions between inflammation, insulin resistance
and cell proliferation and survival are illustrated in
Figure 5.
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Figure 5 Coincident promotion of insulin resistance and cell proliferation and survival in inflammation
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Positive influences are shown by lines ending in arrows and inhibitory influences by lines ending in bars.

Obesity
Increased adiposity is a major determinant of insulin
resistance, as well as being a risk factor for cancer.
It is associated with increased NEFAs (non-esterified
fatty acid levels) which, by competing with glucose as
a metabolic fuel, can induce insulin resistance and can
also increase fatty acid oxidation and production of ROS.
Moreover, adipose tissue, with its resident macrophages,
can release a variety of so-called ‘adipokines’ that include
both proteins with signalling properties and cytokines.
The cytokines include TNF-α and IL-6 (interleukin-6),
both of which have pro-oncogenic effects and can induce
insulin resistance [188]. Visceral adipose tissue appears
to be a particularly rich source of adipokine cytokines
[189], and insulin resistance has a stronger relationship
with visceral fat than with overall adiposity. Visceral fat
may particularly predispose to the development of cancer
[3,190], especially in post-menopausal women [191–193].
Among the adipokine proteins with signalling properties, leptin acts as an ‘adipostat’ by suppressing centrally
generated appetite signalling. Obesity is, however,
associated with leptin resistance and hyperleptinaemia.
Leptin concentrations are strongly correlated with insulin
resistance [194], but leptin appears to have pro-oncogenic
effects of its own since, in vitro, it can enhance
proliferation of both normal [195] and cancer [196] cell
lines and can stimulate angiogenesis [197]. Moreover, at
levels observed in obesity, leptin may be able to induce the
adipose tissue aromatase enzyme complex [198], which
would be expected to increase concentrations of the
mitogenic sex hormone oestradiol (see below).
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Obesity is also associated with reduced levels of the
anti-inflammatory pro-apoptotic adipokine adiponectin.
Adiponectin is inversely associated with insulin resistance
and this may reflect more than mere co-variation with
adiposity, since adiponectin has a number of effects at
the cellular level that could increase the sensitivity of
glucose and lipid metabolism to insulin via its activation
of the cell energy sensor AMPK and the nuclear receptor
PPAR-α [199]. As mentioned previously with regard to
metformin, activation of AMPK has anti-proliferative
effects, and there is evidence for this in relation to the
activation of AMPK signalling by adiponectin [200]. It
should be noted that adiponectin can inhibit TNF-αinduced phosphorylation of IKKβ and, consequently, the
activation of NF-κB [201].
Beyond the pro-inflammatory effects of increased
adiposity, adipose tissue can mediate potentially prooncogenic transformations in gonadal or adrenal steroids:
specifically, increased synthesis of oestradiol from
testosterone and oestrone from 4 -androstenedione by
the aromatase enzyme complex. This increases oestradiol
concentrations, and oestradiol is a potent mitogen for
breast and endometrial tissue. The potential importance
of these interconversions is apparent in post-menopausal
women, in whom oestradiol levels are significantly
correlated with BMI (body mass index), and the risk of
breast cancer associated with BMI is substantially reduced
by including endogenous oestrogen concentrations as
a covariate [202]. Interactions between obesity, insulin
resistance and cell proliferation and survival are illustrated
in Figure 6.
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Figure 6 Coincident promotion of insulin resistance and cell proliferation and survival in obesity
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Other factors related to insulin resistance
and cancer

DISCUSSION
There are plausible mechanisms by which insulin
resistance and hyperinsulinaemia could promote cancer
development and progression, but it remains to be
established how important these are. A number of
conditions that lead to insulin resistance, particularly
subclinical inflammation and obesity, have effects of
their own that are pro-carcinogenic. Therefore, in
epidemiological studies, detailed baseline and long-term
evaluation will be needed not only of insulin resistance
and hyperinsulinaemia, but also subclinical inflammation
and adiposity. To date, very few studies meet these
requirements.
The inter-relatedness of the various factors that
connect with insulin resistance and cancer risk is
illustrated in Figure 7, and it should be apparent
from this Figure that it may be unrealistic to consider
insulin resistance as a standalone cancer risk factor. Both
inflammation and obesity have effects of their own
that could promote cancer, but the hyperinsulinaemia
they induce may itself feedback and augment further
their effects on cell proliferation and survival. One
possibility for gaining a better understanding of the
relative importance of the role of insulin resistance
in cancer development may be to evaluate the coassociated metabolic disturbances that insulin resistance
is characterized by, rather than insulin resistance itself.
Conventionally, insulin resistance is quantified according
to its glucoregulatory effects, but it also has effects
on lipid metabolism and renal function. A measure
of the insulin resistance syndrome could, therefore,
provide a potentially useful index of whole-body insulin
resistance. Given the close relationship between insulin
resistance and hyperinsulinaemia, such a measure could
also provide a better index of net insulin exposure than
a single fasting insulin measurement or even insulin
concentrations in response to glucose challenge. It is
worth noting, as described above, that the evidence
for the metabolic syndrome (an approximate index of
insulin-resistance-related metabolic disturbance) as a risk
factor for cancer is more consistent than for insulin
alone.
An important question that has yet to be resolved
is, to what extent is insulin resistance a risk factor for
cancer in general or for specific types of cancer? As
mentioned, there is some evidence for insulin resistance
being particularly related to colorectal cancer, and
studies specifically concerned with colorectal cancer
predominate. However, the majority of mechanisms
summarized in the present review could affect the risk
of any kind of cancer, with some additional mechanisms
applying to sex-hormone-dependent cancers. Colorectal
cancer is, nevertheless, a major cancer and insulinresistance-related factors could provide useful points of
intervention by analogy with cigarette smoking and lung
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Specifically with regard to the sex-hormone-dependent
cancers, i.e. cancers of the breast, prostate and endometrium, SHBG (sex hormone-binding globulin) levels
are reduced in states of insulin resistance, apparently
due to a direct suppressive effect of hyperinsulinaemia
on SHBG production by the liver [203]. This could act
to increase the availability of free sex hormones [204]
and, therefore, favour the development of sex-hormonedependent cancers. Amplification of oestradiol levels in
obesity could also result from induction of aromatase
activity by the pro-inflammatory adipokines TNF-α and
IL-6 [205], which, as mentioned above, will be present in
adipose tissue in relatively high concentrations.
Increased inflammation and obesity and decreased
SHBG provide extracellular points of focus that relate
to insulin resistance and have pro-carcinogenic effects
of their own. Conversely, there are several intracellular
points of focus that can both mediate insulin sensitization
and diminish cell proliferation and survival. PPAR-γ
has already been mentioned in relation to inflammation.
Another, more recently recognized point of focus
is provided by the deacetylase SIRT1 (sirtuin 1).
Sirtuins are key mediators in the longevity associated
with calorie restriction [206], and sirtuin action can
modulate the activities of several key transcription factors
(reviewed in [207,208]). For example, SIRT1 can diminish
inflammatory pathway signalling by deacetylating the
p65 transcription factor subunit of NF-κB and can
deacetylate Foxo1, thus promoting transcription of the
adiponectin gene. It can also promote deacetylation
of Foxo3a, leading to enhanced expression of catalase,
the enzyme responsible for metabolizing H2 O2 and
thus reducing ROS levels. SIRT1 can also enhance
post-receptor insulin signalling by increasing serine
phosphorylation of Akt and tyrosine phosphorylation
of the insulin receptor and IRS-1, primarily through
transcriptional repression of the phosphorylase Ptpn1
(protein tyrosine phosphatase, non-receptor type 1). The
actions of SIRT1 appear to depend on the nutritional
context in which they are studied, but their net effects
generally point to enhancement of insulin sensitivity.
Their effect on cancer risk is complicated by the fact
that, under normal conditions, there is a mutually
reinforced inverse relationship between SIRT1 and p53
[209,210]. Given the critical role of p53 in eliminating
DNA damage via apoptosis, its down-regulation would,
conventionally, be regarded as oncogenic. However,
SIRT1 can also inhibit cell cycle progression [211], so
it may be that it acts to provide a check on both
cell cycle progression and apoptosis, thus allowing
for more effective DNA repair [207]. In accord
with this, in vivo studies show a tumour-suppressive
effect of experimentally enhanced SIRT1 levels
[212].
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Potentially beneficial effects, with regard to reducing both insulin resistance and cell proliferation and survival, that are diminished in this state are shown by the broken
lines. Positive influences are shown by lines ending in arrows and inhibitory influences by lines ending in bars. Variables independently reduced in insulin-resistant
states are shown by the solid arrows.
cancer, and sex hormone action and breast and prostate
cancer.
Recent reports of an increased incidence of cancer in
users of insulin analogues [98,104,108,109] highlight the
potential importance of insulin as a cancer risk factor.
However, from the clinical point of view, these are still
preliminary observations, with relatively short follow-up
times and inconsistencies in the types of cancer for which
an increased risk was apparent. Future studies will need
to focus on whether these are chance findings, whether
they reflect the influence of a particular at-risk subgroup
and, supposing there is increased risk, whether this places
incidence rates among those using long-acting insulins
above those in the population in general. This latter point
reflects the possibility mentioned previously that some
patients with diabetes may be relatively hypoinsulinaemic
and, therefore, at relatively low risk of cancer. If such
patients form the comparison group in studies of longacting insulins, an exaggerated impression of risk may be
given.
In conclusion, it bears repeating that cancer is a
multifactorial process. Insulin itself does not induce
somatic cell mutations and cannot, therefore, be
considered a carcinogen. However, pre-malignant lesions
may be present in a high proportion of healthy
individuals, and whether these progress to an invasive
metastatic fatal cancer can depend on an extraordinarily
complex interacting network of errors, imbalances
and disturbances. It should be apparent from the
present review that insulin resistance and its associated

C

The Authors Journal compilation


C

2010 Biochemical Society

hyperinsulinaemia could form a significant strand in such
a network.
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J. M., Koenig, K. L., Lukanova, A., Shore, R. E. and
Zeleniuch-Jacquotte, A. (2000) Serum insulin-like growth
factor-I and breast cancer. Int. J. Cancer 88, 828–832
53 Keinan-Boker, L., Bueno De Mesquita, H. B., Kaaks, R.,
Van Gils, C. H., Van Noord, P. A., Rinaldi, S., Riboli, E.,
Seidell, J. C., Grobbee, D. E. and Peeters, P. H. (2003)
Circulating levels of insulin-like growth factor I, its
binding proteins -1,-2, -3, C-peptide and risk of
postmenopausal breast cancer. Int. J. Cancer 106, 90–95
54 Schairer, C., Hill, D., Sturgeon, S. R., Fears, T., Pollak, M.,
Mies, C., Ziegler, R. G., Hoover, R. N. and Sherman,
M. E. (2004) Serum concentrations of IGF-I, IGFBP-3
and c-peptide and risk of hyperplasia and cancer of the
breast in postmenopausal women. Int. J. Cancer 108,
773–779
55 Verheus, M., Peeters, P. H., Rinaldi, S., Dossus, L., Biessy,
C., Olsen, A., Tjønneland, A., Overvad, K., Jeppesen, M.,
Clavel-Chapelon, F. et al. (2006) Serum C-peptide levels
and breast cancer risk: results from the European
Prospective Investigation into Cancer and Nutrition
(EPIC). Int. J. Cancer 119, 659–667
56 Falk, R. T., Brinton, L. A., Madigan, M. P., Potischman,
N., Sturgeon, S. R., Malone, K. E. and Daling, J. R. (2006)
Interrelationships between serum leptin, IGF-1, IGFBP3,
C-peptide and prolactin and breast cancer risk in young
women. Breast Cancer Res. Treat. 98, 157–165
57 Del Giudice, M. E., Fantus, I. G., Ezzat, S.,
McKeown-Eyssen, G., Page, D. and Goodwin, P. J. (1998)
Insulin and related factors in premenopausal breast cancer
risk. Breast Cancer Res. Treat. 47, 111–120
58 Hirose, K., Toyama, T., Iwata, H., Takezaki, T.,
Hamajima, N. and Tajima, K. (2003) Insulin, insulin-like
growth factor-I and breast cancer risk in Japanese women.
Asian Pacific J. Cancer Prev. 4, 239–246
59 Lawlor, D. A., Smith, G. D. and Ebrahim, S. (2004)
Hyperinsulinaemia and increased risk of breast cancer:
findings from the British Women’s Heart and Health
Study. Cancer Causes Control 15, 267–275
60 Gunter, M. J., Hoover, D. R., Yu, H., Wassertheil-Smoller,
S., Rohan, T. E., Manson, J. E., Li, J., Ho, G. Y., Xue, X.,
Anderson, G. L. et al. (2009) Insulin, insulin-like growth
factor-I, and risk of breast cancer in postmenopausal
women. J. Natl. Cancer Inst. 101, 48–60
61 Kabat, G. C., Kim, M., Caan, B. J., Chlebowski, R. T.,
Gunter, M. J., Ho, G. Y., Rodriguez, B. L., Shikany, J. M.,
Strickler, H. D., Vitolins, M. Z. and Rohan, T. E. (2009)
Repeated measures of serum glucose and insulin in
relation to postmenopausal breast cancer. Int. J. Cancer
125, 2704–2710

Insulin resistance and cancer

96 Evans, J. M., Donnelly, L. A., Emslie-Smith, A. M.,
Alessi, D. R. and Morris, A. D. (2005) Metformin and
reduced risk of cancer in diabetic patients. Br. Med. J. 330,
1304–1305
97 Bowker, S. L., Majumdar, S. R., Veugelers, P. and Johnson,
J. A. (2006) Increased cancer-related mortality for patients
with type 2 diabetes who use sulfonylureas or insulin.
Diabetes Care 29, 254–258
98 Currie, C. J., Poole, C. D. and Gale, E. A. (2009) The
influence of glucose-lowering therapies on cancer risk in
type 2 diabetes. Diabetologia 52, 1766–1777
99 Donadon, V., Balbi, M., Ghersetti, M., Grazioli, S.,
Perciaccante, A., Della Valentina, G., Gardenal, R., Dal
Mas, M., Casarin, P., Zanette, G. and Miranda, C. (2009)
Antidiabetic therapy and increased risk of hepatocellular
carcinoma in chronic liver disease. World J.
Gastroenterol. 15, 2506–2511
100 Ben Sahra, I., Laurent, K., Loubat, A., Giorgetti-Peraldi,
S., Colosetti, P., Auberger, P., Tanti, J. F., Le MarchandBrustel, Y. and Bost, F. (2008) The antidiabetic drug
metformin exerts an antitumoral effect in vitro and in
vivo through a decrease of cyclin D1 level. Oncogene 27,
3576–3586
101 Vazquez-Martin, A., Oliveras-Ferraros, C. and
Menendez, J. A. (2009) The antidiabetic drug metformin
suppresses HER2 (erbB-2) oncoprotein overexpression
via inhibition of the mTOR effector p70S6K1 in human
breast carcinoma cells. Cell Cycle 8, 88–96
102 Yang, Y. X., Hennessy, S. and Lewis, J. D. (2004) Insulin
therapy and colorectal cancer risk among type 2 diabetes
mellitus patients. Gastroenterology 127, 1044–1050
103 Chung, Y. W., Han, D. S., Park, K. H., Eun, C. S., Yoo,
K. S. and Park, C. K. (2008) Insulin therapy and colorectal
adenoma risk among patients with Type 2 diabetes
mellitus: a case-control study in Korea. Dis. Colon
Rectum 51, 593–597
104 Hemkens, L. G., Grouven, U., Bender, R., Günster, C.,
Gutschmidt, S., Selke, G. W. and Sawicki, P. T. (2009) Risk
of malignancies in patients with diabetes treated with
human insulin or insulin analogues: a cohort study.
Diabetologia 52, 1732–1744
105 Jørgensen, L. N., Dideriksen, L. H. and Drejer, K. (1992)
Carcinogenic effect of the human insulin analogue B10
Asp in female rats. Diabetologia 35, (Suppl 1),
A3
106 Milazzo, G., Sciacca, L., Papa, V., Goldfine, I. D. and
Vigneri, R. (1997) ASPB10 insulin induction of increased
mitogenic responses and phenotypic changes in human
breast epithelial cells: evidence for enhanced interactions
with the insulin-like growth factor-I receptor. Mol.
Carcinog. 18, 19–25
107 Weinstein, D., Simon, M., Yehezkel, E., Laron, Z. and
Werner, H. (2009) Insulin analogues display IGF-I-like
mitogenic and anti-apoptotic activities in cultured cancer
cells. Diabetes Metab. Res. Rev. 25, 41–49
108 Jonasson, J. M., Ljung, R., Talbäck, M., Haglund, B.,
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90 Hammarsten, J. and Högstedt, B. (2004) Clinical,
haemodynamic, anthropometric, metabolic and insulin
profile of men with high-stage and high-grade clinical
prostate cancer. Blood Press. 13, 47–55
91 Wright, M. E., Chang, S. C., Schatzkin, A., Albanes, D.,
Kipnis, V., Mouw, T., Hurwitz, P., Hollenbeck, A. and
Leitzmann, M. F. (2007) Prospective study of adiposity
and weight change in relation to prostate cancer incidence
and mortality. Cancer 109, 675–684
92 Ma, J., Li, H., Giovannucci, E., Mucci, L., Qiu, W.,
Nguyen, P. L., Gaziano, J. M., Pollak, M. and Stampfer,
M. J. (2008) Prediagnostic body-mass index, plasma
C-peptide concentration, and prostate cancer-specific
mortality in men with prostate cancer: a long-term
survival analysis. Lancet Oncol. 9, 1039–1047
93 Vigneri, P., Frasca, F., Sciacca, L., Pandini, G. and Vigneri,
R. (2009) Diabetes and cancer, Endocr. Relat. Cancer, doi:
10.1677/ERC-09-0087
94 Schimmack, G., Defronzo, R. A. and Musi, N. (2006)
AMP-activated protein kinase: Role in metabolism and
therapeutic implications. Diabetes Obes. Metab. 8,
591–602
95 Xiang, X., Saha, A. K., Wen, R., Ruderman, N. B. and
Luo, Z. (2004) AMP-activated protein kinase activators
can inhibit the growth of prostate cancer cells by multiple
mechanisms. Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun. 321,
161–167

329

330

I. F. Godsland


C

The Authors Journal compilation


C

2010 Biochemical Society

132 Frittitta, L., Vigneri, R., Stampfer, M. R. and Goldfine,
I. D. (1995) Insulin receptor overexpression in 184B5
human mammary epithelial cells induces a
ligand-dependent transformed phenotype. J. Cell.
Biochem. 57, 666–669
133 Papa, V., Pezzino, V., Costantino, A., Belfiore, A.,
Giuffrida, D., Frittitta, L., Vannelli, G. B., Brand, R.,
Goldfine, I. D. and Vigneri, R. (1990) Elevated insulin
receptor content in human breast cancer. J. Clin. Invest.
86, 1503–1510
134 Milazzo, G., Giorgino, F., Damante, G., Sung, C.,
Stampfer, M. R., Vigneri, R., Goldfine, I. D. and Belfiore,
A. (1992) Insulin receptor expression and function in
human breast cancer cell lines. Cancer Res. 52,
3924–3930
135 Finlayson, C. A., Chappell, J., Leitner, J. W., Goalstone,
M. L., Garrity, M., Nawaz, S., Ciaraldi, T. P. and Draznin,
B. (2003) Enhanced insulin signaling via Shc in human
breast cancer. Metab. Clin. Exp. 52, 1606–1611
136 Frittitta, L., Vigneri, R., Papa, V., Goldfine, I. D., Grasso,
G. and Trischitta, V. (1993) Structural and functional
studies of insulin receptors in human breast cancer. Breast
Cancer Res. Treat. 25, 73–82
137 Frasca, F., Pandini, G., Scalia, P., Sciacca, L., Mineo, R.,
Costantino, A., Goldfine, I. D., Belfiore, A. and Vigneri,
R. (1999) Insulin receptor isoform A, a newly recognized,
high-affinity insulin-like growth factor II receptor in fetal
and cancer cells. Mol. Cell. Biol. 19, 3278–3288
138 Mountjoy, K. G., Finlay, G. J. and Holdaway, I. M. (1987)
Abnormal insulin-receptor down regulation and
dissociation of down regulation from insulin biological
action in cultured human tumor cells. Cancer Res. 47,
6500–6504
139 Jhun, B. H., Meinkoth, J. L., Leitner, J. W., Draznin, B.
and Olefsky, J. M. (1994) Insulin and insulin-like growth
factor-I signal transduction requires p21ras. J. Biol.
Chem. 269, 5699–5704
140 Draznin, B., Chang, L., Leitner, J. W., Takata, Y. and
Olefsky, J. M. (1993) Insulin activates p21Ras and guanine
nucleotide releasing factor in cells expressing wild
type and mutant insulin receptors. J. Biol. Chem. 25,
19998–20001
141 Burgering, B. M., Snijders, A. J., Maassen, J. A., van der
Eb, A. J. and Bos, J. L. (1989) Possible involvement of
normal p21 H-ras in the insulin/insulinlike growth factor
1 signal transduction pathway. Mol. Cell. Biol. 9,
4312–4322
142 Yu, H. and Rohan, T. (2000) Role of the insulin-like
growth factor family in cancer development and
progression. J. Natl. Cancer Inst. 92, 1472–1489
143 Wu, Y., Yakar, S., Zhao, L., Hennighausen, L. and
LeRoith, D. (2002) Circulating insulin-like growth
factor-I levels regulate colon cancer growth and
metastasis. Cancer Res. 62, 1030–1035
144 Bhalla, V., Joshi, K., Vohra, H., Singh, G. and Ganguly,
N. K. (2000) Effect of growth factors on proliferation of
normal, borderline, and malignant breast epithelial cells.
Exp. Mol. Pathol. 68, 124–132
145 Hadsell, D. L., Murphy, K. L., Bonnette, S. G., Reece, N.,
Laucirica, R. and Rosen, J. M. (2000) Cooperative
interaction between mutant p53 and des(1–3)IGF-I
accelerates mammary tumorigenesis. Oncogene 19,
889–898
146 Wu, Y., Cui, K., Miyoshi, K., Hennighausen, L., Green,
J. E., Setser, J., LeRoith, D. and Yakar, S. (2003) Reduced
circulating insulin-like growth factor I levels delay the
onset of chemically and genetically induced mammary
tumors. Cancer Res. 63, 4384–4388
147 Kari, F. W., Dunn, S. E., French, J. E. and Barrett, J. C.
(1999) Roles for insulin-like growth factor-1 in mediating
the anti-carcinogenic effects of caloric restriction. J. Nutr.
Health Aging 3, 92–101
148 Oh, J. S., Kucab, J. E., Bushel, P. R., Martin, K., Bennett,
L., Collins, J., DiAugustine, R. P., Barrett, J. C., Afshari,
C. A. and Dunn, S. E. (2002) Insulin-like growth factor-1
inscribes a gene expression profile for angiogenic factors
and cancer progression in breast epithelial cells. Neoplasia
4, 204–217

Downloaded from http://portlandpress.com/clinsci/article-pdf/118/5/315/440648/cs1180315.pdf by guest on 03 December 2022

114 Heuson, J. C., Coune, A. and Heimann, R. (1967) Cell
proliferation induced by insulin in organ culture of rat
mammary carcinoma. Exp. Cell Res. 45, 351–360
115 Heuson, J. C. and Legros, N. (1970) Effect of insulin and
of alloxan diabetes on growth of the rat mammary
carcinoma in vivo. Eur. J. Cancer 6, 349–351
116 Lawlor, M. A. and Alessi, D. R. (2001) PKB/Akt: a key
mediator of cell proliferation, survival and insulin
responses? J. Cell Sci. 114, 2903–2910
117 Weijzen, S., Velders, M. P. and Kast, W. M. (1999)
Modulation of the immune response and tumor growth
by activated Ras. Leukemia 13, 502–513
118 Belfiore, A., Frittitta, L., Costantino, A., Frasca, F.,
Pandini, G., Sciacca, L., Goldfine, I. D. and Vigneri, R.
(1996) Insulin receptors in breast cancer. Ann. N.Y. Acad.
Sci. 784, 173–188
119 King, G. L., Kahn, C. R., Rechler, M. M. and Nissley, S. P.
(1980) Direct demonstration of separate receptors for
growth and metabolic activities of insulin and
multiplication-stimulating activity (an insulinlike growth
factor) using antibodies to the insulin receptor. J. Clin.
Invest. 66, 130–140
120 Gliozzo, B., Sung, C. K., Scalia, P., Papa, V., Frasca, F.,
Sciacca, L., Giorgino, F., Milazzo, G., Goldfine, I. D.,
Vigneri, R. and Pezzino, V. (1998) Insulin-stimulated cell
growth in insulin receptor substrate-1-deficient ZR-75–71
cells is mediated by a phosphatidylinositol-3-kinaseindependent pathway. J. Cell. Biochem. 70, 268–280
121 Goalstone, M. L. and Draznin, B. (1996) Effect of insulin
on farnesyltransferase activity in 3T3-L1 adipocytes.
J. Biol. Chem. 271, 27585–27589
122 Goalstone, M., Leitner, J. W. and Draznin, B. (1997) GTP
loading of farnesylated p21Ras by insulin at the plasma
membrane. Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun. 239,
42–45
123 Goalstone, M. L., Leitner, J. W., Berhanu, P., Sharma,
P. M., Olefsky, J. M. and Draznin, B. (2001) Insulin
signals to prenyltransferases via the Shc branch of
intracellular signaling. J. Biol. Chem. 276,
12805–12812
124 Kao, A. W., Waters, S. B., Okada, S. and Pessin, J. E.
(1997) Insulin stimulates the phosphorylation of the 66and 52-kilodalton Shc isoforms by distinct pathways.
Endocrinology 138, 2474–2480
125 Migliaccio, E., Mele, S., Salcini, A. E., Pelicci, G., Lai,
K. M., Superti-Furga, G., Pawson, T., Di Fiore, P. P.,
Lanfrancone, L. and Pelicci, P. G. (1997) Opposite effects
of the p52shc/p46shc and p66shc splicing isoforms on the
EGF receptor-MAP kinase-fos signalling pathway.
EMBO J. 16, 706–716
126 Goalstone, M. L., Leitner, J. W., Wall, K., Dolgonos, L.,
Rother, K. I., Accili, D. and Draznin, B. (1998) Effect of
insulin on farnesyltransferase. Specificity of insulin action
and potentiation of nuclear effects of insulin-like growth
factor-1, epidermal growth factor, and platelet-derived
growth factor. J. Biol. Chem. 273, 23892–23896
127 Leitner, J. W., Kline, T., Carel, K., Goalstone, M. and
Draznin, B. (1997) Hyperinsulinemia potentiates
activation of p21Ras by growth factors. Endocrinology
138, 2211–2214
128 Goalstone, M. L., Wall, K., Leitner, J. W., Kurowski, T.,
Ruderman, N., Pan, S. J., Ivy, J. L., Moller, D. E. and
Draznin, B. (1999) Increased amounts of farnesylated
p21Ras in tissues of hyperinsulinaemic animals.
Diabetologia 42, 310–316
129 Goalstone, M. L. and Draznin, B. (1998) What does
insulin do to Ras? Cell. Signalling 10, 297–301
130 Goalstone, M. L., Natarajan, R., Standley, P. R., Walsh,
M. F., Leitner, J. W., Carel, K., Scott, S., Nadler, J.,
Sowers, J. R. and Draznin, B. (1998) Insulin potentiates
platelet-derived growth factor action in vascular smooth
muscle cells. Endocrinology 139, 4067–4067
131 Giorgino, F., Belfiore, A., Milazzo, G., Costantino, A.,
Maddux, B., Whittaker, J., Goldfine, I. D. and Vigneri, R.
(1991) Overexpression of insulin receptors in fibroblast
and ovary cells induces a ligand-mediated transformed
phenotype. Mol. Endocrinol. 5, 452–459

Insulin resistance and cancer

164 Pandini, G., Frasca, F., Mineo, R., Sciacca, L., Vigneri, R.
and Belfiore, A. (2002) Insulin/insulin-like growth factor
I hybrid receptors have different biological characteristics
depending on the insulin receptor isoform involved.
J. Biol. Chem. 277, 39684–39695
165 Oh, Y., Müller, H. L., Lamson, G. and Rosenfeld, R. G.
(1993) Insulin-like growth factor (IGF)-independent
action of IGF-binding protein-3 in Hs578T human breast
cancer cells. Cell surface binding and growth inhibition.
J. Biol. Chem. 268, 14964–14971
166 Oh, S. H., Kim, W. Y., Kim, J. H., Younes, M. N.,
El-Naggar, A. K., Myers, J. N., Kies, M., Cohen, P., Khuri,
F., Hong, W. K. and Lee, H. Y. (2006) Identification of
insulin-like growth factor binding protein-3 as a farnesyl
transferase inhibitor SCH66336-induced negative
regulator of angiogenesis in head and neck squamous cell
carcinoma. Clin. Cancer Res. 15, 653–661
167 Rajah, R., Valentinis, B. and Cohen, P. (1997) Insulin-like
growth factor (IGF)-binding protein-3 induces apoptosis
and mediates the effects of transforming growth factor-1
on programmed cell death through a p53- and IGFindependent mechanism. J. Biol. Chem. 272,
12181–12188
168 Williams, A. C., Collard, T. J., Perks, C. M., Newcomb,
P., Moorghen, M., Holly, J. M. and Paraskeva, C. (2000)
Increased p53-dependent apoptosis by the insulin-like
growth factor binding protein IGFBP-3 in human colonic
adenoma-derived cells. Cancer Res. 60, 22–27
169 Villafuerte, B. C., Zhang, W. N. and Phillips, L. S. (1996)
Insulin and insulin-like growth factor-I regulate hepatic
insulin-like growth factor binding protein-3 by different
mechanisms. Mol. Endocrinol. 10, 622–630
170 Snyder, D. K. and Clemmons, D. R. (1990)
Insulin-dependent regulation of insulin-like growth
factor-binding protein-1. J. Clin. Endocrinol. Metab. 71,
1632–1636
171 Powell, D. R., Suwanichkul, A., Cubbage, M. L.,
DePaolis, L. A., Snuggs, M. B. and Lee, P. D. (1991)
Insulin inhibits transcription of the human gene for
insulin-like growth factor-binding protein-1. J. Biol.
Chem. 266, 18868–18876
172 Clemmons, D. R., Snyder, D. K. and Busby, W. H. J.
(1991) Variables controlling the secretion of insulin-like
growth factor binding protein-2 in normal human
subjects. J. Clin. Endocrinol. Metab. 73, 727–733
173 Rajaram, S., Baylink, D. J. and Mohan, S. (1997)
Insulin-like growth factor-binding proteins in serum and
other biological fluids: regulation and functions. Endocr.
Rev. 18, 801–831
174 Baxter, R. C. (1994) Insulin-like growth factor binding
proteins in the human circulation: a review. Horm. Res.
42, 140–144
175 Hussain, S. P. and Harris, C. C. (2007) Inflammation and
cancer: an ancient link with novel potentials. Int. J.
Cancer 121, 2373–2380
176 Federico, A., Morgillo, F., Tuccillo, C., Ciardiello, F. and
Loguercio, C. (2007) Chronic inflammation and oxidative
stress in human carcinogenesis. Int. J. Cancer 121,
2381–2386
177 Mantovani, A., Allavena, P., Seca, A. and Balkwill, F.
(2008) Cancer-related inflamation. Nature 454, 436–444
178 Nishikawa, T. and Araki, E. (2007) Impact of
mitochondrial ROS production in the pathogenesis of
diabetes mellitus and its complications. Antioxid. Redox
Signaling 9, 343–353
179 Martien, S. and Abbadie, C. (2007) Acquisition of
oxidative DNA damage during senescence: the first step
toward carcinogenesis? Ann. N.Y. Acad. Sci. 1119,
51–63
180 King, G. L. and Loeken, M. R. (2004)
Hyperglycemia-induced oxidative stress in diabetic
complications. Histochem. Cell. Biol. 122, 333–338
181 Nakamura, S., Takamura, T., Matsuzawa-Nagata, N.,
Takayama, H., Misu, H., Noda, H., Nabemoto, S., Kurita,
S., Ota, T., Ando, H. et al. (2009) Palmitate induces
insulin resistance in H4IIEC3 hepatocytes through
reactive oxygen species produced by mitochondria.
J. Biol. Chem. 284, 14809–14818

C

The Authors Journal compilation


C

2010 Biochemical Society

Downloaded from http://portlandpress.com/clinsci/article-pdf/118/5/315/440648/cs1180315.pdf by guest on 03 December 2022

149 Ibrahim, Y. H. and Yee, D. (2004) Insulin-like growth
factor-I and cancer risk. Growth Horm. IGF Res. 14,
261–269
150 Kato, S., Masuhiro, Y., Watanabe, M., Kobayashi, Y.,
Takeyama, K. I., Endoh, H. and Yanagisawa, J. (2000)
Molecular mechanism of a cross-talk between oestrogen
and growth factor signalling pathways. Genes Cells 5,
593–601
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