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Bahrain

Lithuania

Cambodia
Oct. 15—King Norodom Sihanouk dies at 89 in Beijing, China.
His body is returned to lie in state at the royal palace in Phnom
Penh, the Cambodian capital, 2 days later, as 10s of 1000s of
mourners look on. Sihanouk was crowned in 1941 and abdicated in 2004, ceding the throne to his son, King Norodom
Sihamoni. Sihanouk played a key role in Cambodia’s peaceful
achievement of independence from France in 1953, but was also
blamed for collaborating with the radical leftist Khmer Rouge
regime, which killed some 1.7 million Cambodians in the late
1970s.

Mali

Oct. 12—The UN Security Council unanimously passes a resolution authorizing the use of force to help the Malian government
recover control of the northern half of the country, which was
seized by Islamist militants earlier in the year.

Mexico

Oct. 7—Marines kill Heriberto Lazcano Lazcano, the leader of the
Zetas, 1 of the country’s major drug trafficking gangs. Gunmen
steal his body from a funeral home the next day.

Colombia
Oct. 18—Peace talks between the government and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Columbia, the country’s largest guerilla
group, open outside Oslo, Norway. Seeking to end a war that
has lasted nearly 50 years, the 2 sides signed a roadmap for the
talks in August after 6 months of secret negotiations in Cuba.
The last peace talks, in 1999–2002, ended in failure.

Netherlands

Oct. 29—Prime Minister Mark Rutte of the center-right VVD
party and Diederik Samsom, head of the center-left Labor Party,
announce a coalition agreement after the 2 parties finished 1st
and 2nd, respectively, in September elections.

Georgia

Pakistan

Oct. 1—President Mikheil Saakashvili’s United National Movement loses parliamentary elections to the Georgian Dream coalition led by billionaire Bidzina Ivanishvili, 55% to 41%. After
Saakashvili concedes defeat, Ivanishvili calls on him to resign,
saying the 2 men cannot work together as president and prime
minister in the year remaining in Saakashvili’s term. However,
Ivanishvili retracts his demand the next day, and also says his
1st official visit will be to the US, playing down talk that he is
pro-Russian.

Oct. 9—A gunman in the northwest Swat Valley, near Afghanistan,
shoots Malala Yousafzai, a 14-year-old girl who had become
known as an outspoken proponent of girls’ right to education.
A bullet passes through her head but she survives. The Taliban
claim responsibility for the attack and say they will try to kill her
again if she survives.
Oct. 15—Yousafzai is flown to Birmingham, England, for treatment.

Philippines

Oct. 15—The government signs a peace deal with the leader of
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), the country’s largest
rebel group, to end a 40-year-old conflict that left 120,000 dead
on the southern island of Mindanao. The framework agreement
calls for a new, larger autonomous region in the south, whose
people are to receive a larger share of proceeds from natural
resources, and for the MILF’s 11,000 fighters to disarm. The
pact’s details are still to be worked out.

Indonesia
Oct. 28—Police arrest 11 people suspected of planning terrorist
attacks on Western targets, including the US embassy in Jakarta.

Iran
Oct. 8—The government launches a crackdown on currency traders after a 40% plunge in the value of the rial, in a sign of an
economy under pressure from international sanctions.
Oct. 15—The European Union agrees to tighten its sanctions on
Iran in sectors including energy, metals, and finance.

Russia

Oct. 10—The government says it will not renew cooperation with
the US on a 20-year-old joint nuclear security initiative, known
as the Nunn-Lugar Cooperative Threat Reduction Program,
when it expires in 2013. In September, Moscow demanded that
the US stop funding Russian civil society groups.
Oct. 17—Protest leader Sergei Udaltsov is arrested after a television
documentary alleges that he plotted with Georgian officials to organize mass riots with the intent of overthrowing the government.

Lebanon
Oct. 19—A bombing in Beirut kills Brig. Gen. Wissam al-Hassan,
head of the internal security agency. The Syrian government is
widely believed to be behind the attack, which is seen as part of
an expansion of sectarian fighting in Syria. In August, Hassan
had ordered the arrest of Michel Samaha, a leading pro-Syrian
politician accused of involvement in an alleged Syrian plot
to destabilize Lebanon. Previously, Hassan had accused the
pro-Syrian militant group Hezbollah of involvement in a 2005
bombing that killed former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.

South africa

Oct. 19—President Jacob Zuma announces a plan to spend $100
billion on new infrastructure, acting in response to a surge of
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Oct. 14—In the 1st round of parliamentary elections, Prime Minister Andrius Kubilius’s Homeland Union-Lithuanian Christian
Democratic Party places 4th. His conservative government has
lost popularity due to its austerity measures.
Oct. 28—The opposition Social Democratic party wins the final
round of the elections, taking 38 seats in the 141-seat chamber.
The Homeland Union-Lithuanian Christian Democrats place
2nd, with 32 seats.

Oct. 30—The government announces a temporary ban on public
demonstrations after the deaths of 2 protesters and 2 police
officers in clashes over the past 2 months. The Sunni monarchy,
backed by Saudi Arabia, has cracked down on an uprising by
the Shiite majority that began in early 2011.
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labor unrest in recent weeks, including the killing of 34 striking
miners by police in August, as well as growing concerns about
inequality. Meanwhile, Zuma faces questions over the use of $28
million in public funds for renovations to his private residence
in KwaZulu-Natal province.

Syria

Oct. 24—Former Algerian Foreign Minister Lakhdar Brahimi, a
special envoy for the UN and the Arab League, announces that
both the regime of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad and rebel
groups have agreed to his proposal for a voluntary cease-fire
during the 4-day Muslim holiday of Id al-Adha. The truce fails
as fighting continues during the holiday.

Oct. 3—Turkish forces fire artillery shells into Syria after a Syrian
shell hits a Turkish town near the border, killing 5 civilians, during fighting between the Assad regime and opposition forces,
which are supported by Turkey. Turkey continues to shell targets
in Syria for several days.
Oct. 10—Turkish fighter jets force a Syrian passenger plane crossing en route from Moscow to Damascus to land at the airport in
Ankara, the capital, on suspicion that it is carrying weapons to
help the government attack rebels. Russia says the plane was carrying radar components but denies any weapons were on board.
Oct. 14—The Turkish government bans all Syrian planes from
Turkish airspace.

Oct. 28—President Viktor Yanukovych’s Party of Regions wins
parliamentary elections that international observers say were
skewed in its favor by abuses of state resources. The Fatherland
party of imprisoned former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko
places 2nd.

United kingdom

Oct. 6—A radical Muslim cleric, Abu Hamza al-Masri, is extradited
to the US to face terrorism charges, along with 4 other suspects.
Masri had delayed his extradition for several years with appeals
in British and European courts.
Oct. 15—Prime Minister David Cameron and Scottish First Minister Alex Salmond sign an agreement to allow Scotland to hold
an independence referendum in 2014.
Oct. 18—The 1st abortion clinic anywhere in Ireland opens in Belfast, the capital of Northern Ireland. About 400 protesters rally
outside the clinic and both Catholic and Protestant politicians
criticize it.

Venezuela

Oct. 7—President Hugo Chávez wins reelection to a 6-year term,
taking 55% of the vote to defeat challenger Henrique Capriles
Radonski, who garners 45%. Chávez, 58, has held power since
1999, and over the past 15 months has undergone repeated treatments for an undisclosed type of cancer. His margin of victory
shrinks from 27 percentage points in the last election, in 2006. ■
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What is most frightening to Turkey’s
old elite is the AKP’s [Justice and Development Party’s] increasing ability to
occupy the political center, where the
interests of most Turkish voters lie. A
popular and centrist AKP, devoted to
liberal values, is a much greater threat
to the secularist, Westernized, but essentially illiberal establishment than an
AKP harboring a secret Islamist agenda.

A vicious cycle has been created, whereby authoritarian governments, antimodernist religious groups, and pervasive poverty and hopelessness feed
on and reinforce each other. The overwhelming policy challenge is how to
break this cycle while still maintaining
United States interests. This raises an
issue that is often evaded by American
policy-makers and their counterparts in
the Islamic world: democratization.
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