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PREFACE

Due to the economic importance, accumulated geological
knowledge, the outstanding degree of preservation of primary
geological relationship, and generally easy access to excellent
exposures, the southern Abitibi greenstone belt of Ontario
and Quebec, Canada, represents one of the most important
field trip destinations for industry professionals and geology
students worldwide. Gaining field experience in the classic
mining camps of the southern Abitibi greenstone belt is par-
ticularly important for industry geologists exploring for base
and precious metal deposits.

The purpose of the present volume is to provide a compre-
hensive review of the geology of the major mining camps of
the southern Abitibi greenstone belt. An overview of recent
advances in the understanding of Neoarchean geology and
metallogeny is provided. The papers collected here also give
an update on current deposit models and camp-scale geologi-
cal factors controlling the location of the world-class deposits
of the southern Abitibi greenstone belt, and they emphasize
implications for deep exploration in Neoarchean greenstone
terranes.

This volume was initially compiled as a guidebook for a
field trip held in conjunction with the Society of Economic
Geologists 2010 Conference in Keystone on October 6-11,
2010. Subsequent modifications and updates were made for
the Society of Economic Geologist Foundation Student Field
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Trip, held September 3-11, 2014. As travel distances between
adjacent mining camps are not large in the southern Abitibi
greenstone belt, it is possible to visit the most important mines
and key outcrops within a few days. Both field trips com-
menced in Timmins, Ontario, and ended in Rouyn-Noranda,
Quebec. Road logs and descriptions of outcrops visited during
both field trips are given in the appendices to the respective
chapters of this Reviews in Economic Geology volume.

We express our gratitude to the mine geologists and com-
pany representatives who assisted in the set-up of the field
trips, especially B. Atkinson, E. Barr, F. Blanchet, P. Calloway,
B. Drolet, R. Dubuc, D. Gamble, D. Gervais, and D. Pitre.
We are indebted to R. Goldfarb for constructive review. Some
of the contributions forming part of this volume resulted
from the collaborative Targeted Geoscientific Initiative of
Natural Resources Canada and the Plan Cuivre project of the
Ministere des Ressources naturelles et de la Faune du Qué-
bec. The production of this volume was financially supported
by Natural Resources Canada and the Colorado School of
Mines.

Thomas Monecke
Patrick Mercier-Langevin
Benoit Dubé

May 8, 2017
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