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mate policy, Bulkeley and Betsill would say we have far less than a century to
ªnd a good map of the sustainable world. In this careful and honest study, they
count strokes in a long journey.
Ebbin, Syma A., Alf Håkon Hoel, and Are K. Sydnes, eds. 2005. A Sea Change: Exclusive
Economic Zones and Governance Institutions for Living Marine Resources. The Netherlands:
Springer.

Frank Alcock

It has now been more than two decades since the 1982 Law of the Sea Convention, a landmark event that codiªed coastal states’ authority to govern living
marine resources within 200-mile exclusive economic zones (EEZs). A Sea
Change reºects upon the world’s experience with this dramatic institutional
change.
The volume ªrst seeks to characterize the nature of institutional development in the wake of the creation of EEZs. It then addresses issues relating to analytical themes developed by Oran Young in conjunction with a broader research program with which this volume is associated.1 These relate interplay
among international, national and local institutions that were triggered by the
creation of EEZs, and the ªt between marine resource management regimes developed within and around EEZs and the biophysical systems in which such resources are embedded. The treatment of these themes in this volume remains
largely descriptive; the volume simply depicts various forms and instances of interplay and makes observations of good or bad ªt between institutional regimes
and the ecosystems they seek to address.
The volume is divided into four sections. The ªrst section includes an introduction and a legal assessment of the EEZ regime in its entirety. The second
section focuses on a set of domestic cases that include Norway, the Russian Federation, Australia, the Paciªc Northwest region of the United States, and the
Trobiand Islands of Papua New Guinea. A third section focuses on regional cooperation strategies and includes a general assessment of regional ªsheries organizations and case assessments of the South China Sea and the Paciªc Islands. A
ªnal section on new directions contains a discussion of relevant workplans of
the FAO and the World Summit on Sustainable Development, an assessment of

1. A Sea Change is a product of the Institutional Dimensions of Global Environmental Change
(IDGEC) project’s ºagship activity entitled Performance of Exclusive Economic Zones, or PEEZ.
IDGEC, in turn, is a one of four core projects conducted under the auspices of the International
Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change. For more information on
IDGEC see http://ªesta.bren.ucsb.edu/⬃idgec/. For more information on IHDP see http://
www.ihdp.uni-bonn.de/. A thorough discussion of the themes of ªt and interplay can also be
found in Oran Young’s The Institutional Dimensions of Environmental Change: Fit, Interplay, Scale
(Young 2002).
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the governance regimes of the Bering Sea, and a concluding chapter from the
editors.
William Edeson, in the legal assessment, argues that the EEZ experience is
generally successful on legal grounds; the principles that underpin the regime
have not been subjected to signiªcant legal challenges. An assessment of the
EEZ regime’s impact on management and conservation outcomes may reach a
different conclusion, however, since most indicators suggest that the health of
ªsh stocks and the efªciency of ªsheries production have deteriorated signiªcantly under an EEZ regime.
There are no clear causal relationships or general patterns of outcomes
from the majority of the volume’s case studies. If anything the cases underscore
the causal complexity of the institutional relationships they examine. Some relationships are positive: in Norway national and international regimes work
well together, and in the U.S. Paciªc Northwest the same thing is true of national and local regimes. In some cases institutional instability cannot necessarily be attributed to the EEZ regime: in the Russian Federation the institutional
instability can be traced primarily to the dissolution of the former Soviet Union
and in Papua New Guinea there is also no discernable connection between instability and EEZ creation. Elsewhere—in the South China Sea—some management problems pertaining to regime ªt are exacerbated by EEZ creation, but the
same is not true of the Paciªc Islands. Governance in the Bering Sea may have
improved under an EEZ regime compared with the open access conditions that
preceded it but Young suggests that a new meta-regime could provide a much
better ªt to this large marine ecosystem.
Are Sydes, one of the editors, does advance a few general claims with respect to regional ªsheries organizations, suggesting that the role and signiªcance of these organizations was largely diminished with the advent of EEZs.
Developments such as the United Nations Straddling Fish Stocks Agreement
have begun to reemphasize their importance, however. The volume also includes noteworthy overviews of important developments in the United Nations,
the Food and Agriculture Organization, and the World Summit on Sustainable
Development that pertain to ocean governance.
The overall coherence of the volume suffers from the lack of a common
structure across chapters. Each contributor addresses the guiding research questions to varying degrees and with different approaches, with some chapters only
marginally related to them. Nevertheless, the discretion granted the contributors allows for a set of empirically informative chapters. Accordingly, this book
will be useful for scholars and academics with a broad interest in ocean governance or those with interest in the speciªc cases covered.

