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PURPOSE. Wider retinal venular caliber is shown to be associated with an increased risk of
stroke, and smoking is associated with a wider retinal venular caliber. However, the impact of
smoking cessation on the retinal vessels has not been previously reported. We examined this
issue in an adult cohort of atomic bomb survivors.
METHODS. In the Adult Health Study of Japanese atomic bomb survivors, 1664 subjects had
retinal photographs taken from 2006 to 2008. The central retinal artery and vein equivalents
(CRAE and CRVE) were calculated using a semiautomated software program. Multiple surveys
have assessed the effects of smoking since 1963. The associations between smoking, the time
since cessation, and the retinal vessel caliber were determined using linear mixed effects
models.
RESULTS. The CRVE was associated with an increased number of cigarettes smoked per day
among women after adjusting for potential confounding factors (age, sex, blood pressure,
hypertensive medications, white blood cell count, diabetes, body mass index, lipids, and
radiation dose). Females who smoked 10 cigarettes per day had a 6.9-lm wider mean CRVE (P
¼ 0.001) than nonsmokers. Females who had stopped smoking for 10 or more years had a
mean CRVE similar to those who had never smoked (191.8 vs. 194.4 lm; P ¼ 0.23). These
associations were not observed in males or for CRAE.
CONCLUSIONS. Wider retinal venular caliber is associated with smoking in Japanese females;
however, this association becomes nonsignificant after 10 or more years of smoking cessation,
suggesting that the impact of smoking on retinal venular dilation is reversible following longterm smoking cessation.
Keywords: retinal vessels, smoking, microcirculation, arterioles, venules

igarette smoking is one of the most important modifiable
risk factors for preventing systemic cardiovascular diseases,
such as stroke,1 via mechanisms that include alterations in
vascular compliance, elasticity, endothelial function, and
increased oxidative stress.2,3 Furthermore, cardiovascular
diseases account for more than one-third of deaths in cigarette
smokers.4
The retinal vasculature is unique, as it can be observed
directly and noninvasively in vivo. Retinal images have been
quantitatively assessed with semiautomated computer software
programs and used to demonstrate an association between the
vascular caliber and cardiovascular disease.5 For instance, the
Beaver Dam Study and Blue Mountain Study showed that
narrower retinal arteriolar and wider retinal venular caliber
predicted the risk of cardiovascular death.6,7

Cigarette smoking has been linked to a wider retinal venular
caliber in a number of population-based studies.8,9 The gradient
association pattern between the dose of smoking and the
retinal vasculature is unclear, based on findings from the few
studies that have examined this relationship and included
evaluating detailed smoking patterns and dosages.9 Most
previous studies are cross-sectional and have limited numbers
of subjects to make comparisons among (or in strata of)
current, past, and nonsmokers.8,10,11 Moreover, there are
limited data documenting whether retinal venular dilation is
reversible after smoking cessation, and, if so, how long it takes
for this parameter to normalize to the levels observed in never
smokers.
The purpose of the current report was to examine whether
the relationship between smoking and the retinal vascular
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FIGURE. Number of subjects.

caliber is reversible after smoking cessation in participants of
the Adult Health Study (AHS).

METHODS
Subjects
The AHS is a cohort study that includes a biannual health
examination program conducted since 1958 among survivors
of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan. In
1950, the Radiation Effects Research Foundation (RERF)
(formerly the Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission) established
a Life Span Study (LSS) of 120,321 survivors of the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In 1958, a series of
comprehensive physical examinations was launched in association with enrollment in the AHS, consisting of 19,961 LSS
participants.12 The participation rate has ranged from 70% to
90% throughout the examination cycle. A total of 2699 AHS
participants were nominated at the current examination cycle.
Fundoscopic examinations were performed on 2263 eligible
participants, after obtaining written informed consent and
ethical approval from the RERF Ethics Committee for this study
conducted from 2006 to 2008, in line with the provisions of
the Declaration of Helsinki. A total of 1955 eligible subjects
were involved in this study, after excluding 293 subjects with
inadequate measurements of vessel diameters and 13 subjects
with missing information on detailed smoking habits. A total of
291 persons were excluded due to a lack of eye radiation dose
estimates. A total of 1664 subjects were evaluated in this study
(Figure).

Measurement of the Retinal Vascular Caliber
Digital fundus color photographs were taken through undilated pupils using a fundus camera (TRC-NW200; Topcon,
Tokyo, Japan). A semiautomated computer imaging program
(Retinal Analysis-IVAN, University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI)
was used to measure and summarize the retinal vascular
calibers by a trained grader who was masked to the participant
characteristics. The arteriolar and venular diameters were
measured in a specific zone (0.5 to 1.0 disc diameters away
from the optic disc margin). The largest six-vessel measurements were used to calculate the central retinal artery and vein
equivalents (CRAE and CRVE) for both eyes. Retinal images
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with fewer than six identifiable largest arterioles or venules
were excluded from the analysis.5,13 The intragrader reproducibility of the measurements was confirmed by repeating the
masked measurements twice on a subsample of 100 images;
the intraclass correlation coefficient was high (>0.90).

Cigarette Smoking
We collected information regarding lifelong smoking behaviors
periodically since 1963 using multiple interviews and mail
surveys,14 including detailed information on long-term cigarette smoking habits (e.g., the number of cigarettes smoked
per day and duration of smoking or smoking cessation). The
interviews were conducted using open questions. Because the
participants were asked about the number of cigarettes
smoked as a daily custom, many of the answers were provided
in multiples of 10. Based on the self-reported data collected
during interviews at examinations (1986–2008), past interviews (1963, 1965, 1968), and mail surveys (1965, 1969,
1978), we defined current smokers as those who were
smoking at the time of examination (2006–2008) and further
categorized those who currently smoked as smoking ‘‘<10,’’
‘‘‡10 to <20’’ or ‘‘‡20 cigarettes/day.’’ In brief, the subjects
with no indications of a smoking habit in any interviewing data
were considered to be ‘‘never smokers.’’ ‘‘Past smokers’’ were
defined as subjects with any indications of a smoking habit
between 1963 and 2005 who were not smoking in 2006–2008.
Furthermore, for the purpose of investigating the effects of
smoking cessation, we classified 1497 persons who were
recorded to be ‘‘nonsmokers’’ at the last examination during
the cycle of 2006–2008 but were recoded as smokers between
1963 and 2005 into two groups: nonsmokers for 10 years or
>10 years.

Systemic Assessment of Concomitant
Characteristics
The concomitant data included age, sex, mean arterial blood
pressure (MAP), white blood cell count (WBC), diabetes, body
mass index (BMI), total cholesterol (T-CHO), triglycerides,
radiation dose, and city at the time of the bombings. Blood
pressure was measured in a sitting position at the right brachial
artery with a sphygmomanometer. The MAP was calculated as
the sum of diastolic pressure plus one-third of the pulse
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TABLE 1. Characteristics of the AHS Participants (2006–2008) According to Current Smoking Status
Current Cigarettes Smoked per Day
All Subjects

Nonsmoker

>0 to <10

‡10 to <20

‡20

P* for
Trend

No. of subjects
Mean CRAE, lm
Mean CRVE, lm
Age, y
MAP, mm Hg
Radiation dose, Gy
Triglycerides, mg/dL
T-CHO, mg/dL
WBC, 102/mm3
BMI, kg/m2
Hypertension medication, %
Diabetes, %

1497
129.9
195.8
75.1 6 6.5
93.0 6 11.0
0.48 6 0.78
116.8 6 70.7
206.2 6 33.4
54.8 6 14.9
22.9 6 3.4
46.4
0.6

26
129.6
203.1
73.7 6 6.5
91.8 6 9.3
0.3 6 0.67
116.6 6 59.0
196.1 6 25.3
57.6 6 19.1
23.0 6 2.7
38.5
1.1

62
131.9
205.6
72.8 6 5.8
91.5 6 11.5
0.5 6 0.74
131.5 6 91.5
194.9 6 29.0
66.6 6 19.6
22.1 6 3.5
50.0
0.5

79
134.4
204.8
69.4 6 5.2
93.5 6 11.9
0.5 6 0.66
139.6 6 88.3
203.1 6 34.3
67.5 6 15.3
22.4 6 2.9
34.2
1.2

<0.0001
0.16
0.85
0.015
0.009
<0.0001
0.02
0.14
0.0004

Continuous variables are shown as the average 6 SD.
* Adjusted for age.

pressure (mm Hg), and BMI was defined as the weight divided
by the height squared (kg/m2). The diagnosis of diabetes was
made according to the American Diabetes Association criteria
of a nonfasting plasma glucose level of 200 mg/dL or higher, an
HbA1c level of 6.5% or higher, the use of medications for the
treatment of diabetes, or a history of diabetic retinopathy.15
The levels of nonfasting triglycerides in the serum were
measured enzymatically. The measurement of nonfasting TCHO is described elsewhere.16 The weighted absorbed eye
dose of radiation, in units of gray (Gy), was estimated based on
a 2002 revised dosimetry system that takes into account the
effects of building and environmental shielding and physical
location.17

Statistical Methods
The retinal vascular calibers (CRAE and CRVE) were examined
as continuous dependent variables. We used an analysis of
covariance or logistic regression analysis to describe the sexspecific relationships between smoking and the concomitant
study factors with adjustment for age. The associations
between smoking and the CRAE and CRVE in both eyes were
analyzed using a linear mixed effects model with a random
intercept for each subject, adjusted for age, sex, city, MAP,
hypertensive medications (yes or no), WBC, diabetes history
(yes or no), BMI, cholesterol, triglycerides, and radiation
dose.18 The linear mixed effects model provided a means to
simultaneously model the CRAE and CRVE measurements of

the left and right eyes, taking the correlation between the two
eyes into account. Each subject contributed data for one or
both eyes. In the multivariable-adjusted models, subjects with
missing measurements in covariables were excluded from the
analysis. Because a strong association between age and the
retinal calibers was expected, nonlinearity of the effects of age
was accounted for by adding a squared term for age in the
model if necessary. Tests for trends were also conducted with
respect to the current number of cigarettes smoked per day as
a continuous variable. In modeling trends across strata of
smoking history that reflect increasing exposure to cigarette
smoking (i.e., never smoked, stopped smoking ‡10 years,
stopped smoking <10 years, and current smoking), the
smoking status was modeled as an ordinal variable. Because
stronger smoking effects were observed in females in a
previous RERF study,19 it is possible that different effects on
the retinal vascular caliber are observed between males and
females. We investigated the interaction between smoking and
sex in association with the retinal vessel caliber and considered
the interaction to be significant for P less than 0.05. When the
interaction was statistically significant, analyses stratified
according to sex were conducted. All reported P values were
based on two-sided tests of significance. The statistical
modeling and testing used the SAS software program (version
9.3; SAS Institute, Inc., Cary, NC). With regard to missing
retinal vessel calibers in either the left or right eyes, the
missing mechanism was treated as missing-at-random (MAR) in
the MIXED procedure.

TABLE 2. Associations of Retinal Vessel Diameters
All Subjects

Mean Difference in CRAE, lm

P

Mean Difference in CRVE, lm

P

Smoking per 1 number/day
Women vs. men
Age per 1 years old
Age2 per 1 (year old)2
MAP per mm Hg
WBC per 102/mm3
Diabetes present vs. absent
BMI per kg/m2
T-CHO per mg/dL
Triglycerides per mg/dL
Hypertension medication present vs. absent

0.07 [0.040.19]
1.98 [0.553.40]*
0.25 [0.35 to 0.14]*

0.2
0.01
<0.0001

0.21 [0.27 to 0.15]*
0.02 [0.020.06]
0.45 [1.981.08]
0.05 [0.250.16]
0.01 [0.010.03]
0.004 [0.010.01]
0.3 [1.681.07]

<0.0001
0.35
0.56
0.65
0.35
0.43
0.67

0.18 [0.030.34]*
2.03 [3.99 to 0.08]*
0.41 [0.550.27]*
0.03 [0.04 to 0.01]*
0.15 [0.24 to 0.07]*
0.11 [0.050.17]*
1.02 [1.063.12]
0.25 [0.030.53]
0.01 [0.020.04]
0.002 [0.010.01]
1.93 [0.063.79]*

0.02
0.04
<0.0001
0.001
0.0002
0.0003
0.34
0.07
0.59
0.8
0.04

The 95% confidence interval is in brackets. Values in bold indicate significance.
* Significant (P < 0.05). Adjusted for city and weighted absorbed eye dose of radiation to the retinal vessel calibers.
Age2, a centered squared term for age.
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TABLE 3. Mean Retinal Vessel Caliber Differences According to the Smoking Strata
Difference Relative
to Never Smoker*

P

CRVE, lm

128.33
128.45
129.34
131.73
0.06

—
0.11 [5.315.54]
1.01 [2.644.66]
3.40 [0.036.82]

—
0.97
0.59
0.05

195.8
197.7
200.8
201.7
0.002

126.6
124.8
127.6
131.3
0.08

—
0.11 [5.315.54]
1.01 [2.644.66]
3.40 [0.036.82]

—
0.97
0.59
0.05

197.8
197.2
201.3
201.4
0.09

129.1
133.3
133.1
132.7
0.29

—
4.22 [4.0712.5]
4.06 [2.3610.5]
3.62 [4.4911.7]

—
0.32
0.22
0.38

194.5
201.4
204.0
211.4
0.002

CRAE, lm

Difference Relative
to Never Smoker*

P

—
1.94 [5.289.16]
5.00 [0.0410.0]
5.96 [1.21–10.7]

—
0.60
0.05
0.01

—
0. 61 [10.08.78]
3.54 [2.839.90]
3.59 [2.139.32]

—
0.90
0.28
0.22

All subjects
Never smoker
>0 to <10 smoked/day
‡10 to <20 smoked/day
‡20 smoked/day
Test for trend
Men
Never smoker
>0 to <10 smoked/day
‡10 to <20 smoked/day
‡20 smoked/day
Test for trend
Women
Never smoker
>0 to <10 smoked/day
‡10 to <20 smoked/day
‡20 smoked/day
Test for trend

—
6.97 [4.4618.4]
9.52 [0.37–18.7]*
16.9 [5.56–28.3]*

—
0.23
0.04
0.004

P value versus never smoker. Bold values indicate significance. —, no values available.
* Adjusted for age, sex, city, MAP, WBC, diabetes, BMI, cholesterol, triglycerides, hypertensive medications, and weighted absorbed eye dose of
radiation.

RESULTS
Characteristics of the Study Participants
Of the 1664 subjects, 167 were current smokers (males: 129,
females: 38), 492 were past smokers (males: 385, females:
107), and 956 had never smoked (males: 84, females: 872). Of
the past smokers, 131 males (26.6%) and 25 females (5.1%) had
stopped smoking within 10 years and 254 males (51.6%) and
82 females (16.7%) had stopped smoking for more than 10
years. A total of 49 subjects were excluded from the past
smoking status analysis in Table 4 because of a lack of past
smoking data.

Associations of Cigarette Smoking and Other
Potential Risk Characteristics
Table 1 describes the associations between cigarette smoking
and the other possible confounders measured in the study.
Among all subjects, the mean age of the study sample was 74.7
6 6.5 (SD) years, with 64% females. The number of cigarettes
smoked per day declined as the cohort members became older,
and the mean WBC level significantly increased in association
with increasing numbers of cigarettes smoked per day in both
males and females. An increased number of cigarettes smoked
per day was also associated with a higher level of triglycerides
and a lower BMI. The T-CHO levels and incidence of diabetes
were significantly different across the smoking strata, although
the tendency was not clear. In both males and females, a
younger age and higher WBC were related to an increased
number of cigarettes smoked per day.

Associations Between Smoking and the Retinal
Vessel Diameters
Table 2 shows the associations between the current smoking
status (current smokers versus current nonsmokers) and risk
factors and the CRAE and CRVE based on the linear mixed-
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effects models. In the multivariate analysis of all subjects, both
the CRAE and CRVE increased in association with an increasing
number of cigarettes smoked per day. There were no
significant associations between smoking and CRAE (P ¼
0.20). In addition, men, age, and MAP were associated with
narrower CRAE, whereas smoking, men, lower MAP, WBC, HT
medications, younger age, and the square term of age were
associated with larger CRVE.
There was a significant interaction between sex and
smoking with respect to the CRVE (P ¼ 0.02). When analyses
were performed separately according to sex, a significantly
wider CRVE in smokers than in nonsmokers was detected only
in women.
Table 3 demonstrates the differences in mean retinal vessel
diameters according to the current smoking status after
adjusting for possible confounders. Among all subjects, when
modeling with stratum of every 10 cigarettes smoked per day,
CRVE was larger in those who smoked 20 or more cigarettes
per day by 5.96 lm compared with the eyes of never smokers
(P ¼ 0.01). Among the females, smokers had larger CRVE values
by 9.52 lm (10 to 20 cigarettes per day) and 16.9 lm (more
than 20 cigarettes per day), respectively, in comparison with
never smokers.

Associations Between Smoking Cessation and the
Retinal Vessel Diameters
There was a significant difference in the mean CRVE between
the current smokers and subjects with more than 10 years of
smoking cessation (P ¼ 0.003) when both sexes were
combined, whereas there were no significant differences in
the mean CRVE between the current smokers and the subjects
with fewer than 10 years of smoking cessation (P ¼ 0.44)
(Table 4).
Although we did not find statistically significant differences
in the mean CRAE or CRVE among the past smoking groups in
men, there was a significant difference in the mean CRVE
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TABLE 4. Mean Retinal Vessel Caliber Differences According to Current and Past Smoking Status

Smoking Status
All subjects
Never smoker
‡10 years of cessation
<10 years of cessation
Current smoker
Test for trend
Men
Never smoker
‡10 years of cessation
<10 years of cessation
Current smoker
Test for trend
Women
Never smoker
‡10 years of cessation
<10 years of cessation
Current smoker
Test for trend

n

Difference Relative
to Never Smoker*
[95% CI]

P
Value

P
Value†

CRVE,
lm

128.4
128.3
129.9
130.3
0.09

—
0.11 [2.201.99]
1.55 [1.114.22]
1.92 [0.684.52]

—
0.93
0.30
0.18

—
0.11
0.81
—

195.8
195.4
199.1
200.7
0.003

126.6
128.1
129.8
129.2
0.11

—
1.50 [1.734.73]
3.17 [0.396.74]
2.56 [1.126.25]

—
0.36
0.08
0.17

—
0.48
0.70
—

197.8
198.8
201.3
200.8
0.07

129.0
126.5
128.6
133.0
0.41

—
2.53 [5.720.65]
0.43 [5.965.09]
3.98 [0.468.42]

—
0.12
0.88
0.08

—
0.02
0.21
—

194.4
191.8
198.3
205.3
0.007

CRAE,
lm

Difference Relative
to Never Smoker*
[95% CI]

P
Value

P
Value†

—
0.42 [3.282.74]
3.30 [0.366.97]
4.87 [1.298.44]*

—
0.77
0.08
0.008

—
0.003
0.44
—

—
0.90
0.15
0.23

—
0.16
0.81
—

—
0.23
0.32
0.0007

—
0.0003
0.14
—

1615
956
336
156
167
598
84
254
131
129

—
0.28 [4.044.60]
3.55 [1.228.31]
3.02 [1.887.93]

1017
872
82
25
38

—
2.67 [6.981.65]
3.84 [3.8011.5]
10.9 [4.6417.1]*

* Adjusted for age, sex, city, MAP, WBC, diabetes, BMI, cholesterol, triglycerides, hypertensive medications, and weighted absorbed eye dose.
† P values versus current smokers.

between the current smokers and those with more than 10
years of smoking cessation in women (P ¼ 0.0003). There was
also a statistically significant reduction in the mean CRAE
between the current female smokers and the females with
more than 10 years of smoking cessation (Table 4).

DISCUSSION
We confirmed a dose-response relationship between smoking
and a wider retinal venular caliber in elderly Japanese females.
This venodilation associated with smoking appeared to be
reversible after 10 or more years of smoking cessation. Our
results also showed that female smokers had larger CRVE
values than male smokers, and the difference in CRVE between
smokers and nonsmokers among females was greater than that
observed among males (Tables 2, 3). These findings suggest
that there is a sex difference in vessel diameter and a sex
difference in small-vessel diameter in response to the effects of
smoking. In contrast, the CRAE was not related to the
frequency of cigarette smoking or the length of smoking
cessation in males in this study.
Previous cross-sectional8,20 and longitudinal studies with 5year follow-up8,20 have reported significant associations
between smoking and larger CRVE values,9 whereas the
benefits of quitting tobacco after 5 years of cessation have
not been clarified.21 In this report, we provide additional
support for the association between smoking and wider retinal
venules by showing a dose-dependent relationship, especially
among females. Moreover, the effects of smoking on retinal
venular caliber widening may be reversible in females who
have stopped smoking for 10 or more years. Given that a larger
retinal venular caliber is linked to an increased risk of stroke,22
it is possible that the effects of smoking on small venular
dilation partly account for the effects of smoking on the risk of
stroke.
A wider retinal venular caliber is linked to cerebral hypoxia,
endothelial dysfunction, hyperglycemia, and inflammation, in
contrast to narrower retinal arterioles, which are consistently
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and strongly related to elevated blood pressure and endothelial
dysfunction.23 Smoking is associated with an increased retinal
venular diameter.8,21 Cigarette smoking not only acts as an
inflammatory stimulus, evoking increased levels of C-reactive
protein,24 IL-6,24 plasma fibrinogen,24 and WBC, in addition to
an increased erythrocyte sedimentation rate,8 but also functions as a stimulus for endothelial dysfunction.21 In our study
sample, we confirmed that smoking is associated with wider
retinal venules, independent of the WBC and C-reactive
protein levels (data not shown). Further studies are warranted
to fully elucidate all aspects of the effects of smoking on the
microcirculation system.
Sex differences in vessel diameter and the reaction of small
vessels to smoking are plausible. Our results showed that the
vascular effects of smoking in females are more distinctive
than those observed in males (Tables 2–4). There is a report
supporting a sex difference in CRAE,25 although the findings
are inconclusive. Estradiol/progesterone is known to modulate airway inflammation,26 lower metabolism in nicotine
intake,27 and induce a higher response to non-nicotine stimuli
in females who smoke.28 These properties of estradiol/
progesterone may contribute to an increased susceptibility
to larger CRVE values in female smokers. Although the
participants were older in age and had undergone menopause, the vascular effects of smoking were distinctively
different between the females and males. Alternatively, the
difference in CRVE between the current smokers and
nonsmokers in women observed in this study could have
been due to chance alone, as there were fewer female
smokers than male smokers in our study sample.
One of our study strengths is that a well-established
computer imaging program was used to measure and
summarize the CRAE and CRVE values by a trained grader
who was blinded to the participant characteristics. In
addition, we had several sources of information regarding
the past smoking histories of the subjects, such as interview/
mail surveys conducted in the 1960s and/or 1970s in addition
to the detailed smoking habit data obtained in the biennial
examinations conducted since approximately 1990. These

Smoking Effect on Venular Caliber
data enabled us to investigate the duration of smoking
cessation more accurately than an ordinary cross-sectional
analysis, which relies on data obtained at one specific point in
time.
There are limitations associated with our study. We cannot
exclude the possibility that the associations observed in this
study are due to residual confounders (e.g., unmeasured
endothelial function, the use of hormone replacement therapy)
and selection bias due to the exclusion of participants with
either no fundus photos or inadequate quality photographs for
retinal vessel caliber assessment. We also cannot exclude the
possibility that the associations found were due to chance
because the number of smokers among females was small.
Finally, our results may not be directly applicable to the general
population, as atomic bomb survivors exposed to radiation
were included in this analysis. A mortality bias also should be
noted. The number of participants in the AHS has decreased
over the past 50 years. Therefore, individuals with a high level
of radiation exposure may have died before being included in
this study. Furthermore, our results may not be applicable to
the general population.
In summary, we confirmed the presence of an association
between smoking and the CRVE and further expanded current
understanding by showing that there is a dose-dependent
association between an increased number of cigarettes smoked
per day and a widening CRVE. Most importantly, we found that
venodilation associated with smoking appears to be reversible
after 10 or more years of smoking cessation. Given that retinal
venular dilation has been linked to an increased risk of stroke,
our findings reinforce the importance of smoking cessation in
maintaining vascular health among older people.

Acknowledgments
The authors thank Jie Jin Wang, from the Centre for Vision
Research, Westmead Millennium Institute, University of Sydney,
Australia, for support in preparing the manuscript. We thank
Naoyuki Matsumoto and Sashiyo Funamoto for their support in the
preparation of the data.
Supported by the Radiation Effects Research Foundation Research
Protocol 1-05 and by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science, and Technology KAKENHI (Grants-in-Aid for Scientific
Research; 20791254). The Radiation Effects Research Foundation,
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan, is a private, nonprofit foundation
funded by the Japanese Ministry of Health and Welfare and the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), the latter in part through DOE
Award DE-HS0000031 to the National Academy of Sciences. The
views of the authors do not necessarily reflect those of the two
governments.
Disclosure: M. Yanagi, None; M. Misumi, None; R. Kawasaki,
None; I. Takahashi, None; K. Itakura, None; S. Fujiwara, None;
M. Akahoshi, None; K. Neriishi, None; T.Y. Wong, None; Y.
Kiuchi, None

References
1. Benowitz NL. The role of nicotine in smoking-related
cardiovascular disease. Prev Med. 1997;26:412–417.
2. Esen AM, Barutcu I, Acar M, et al. Effect of smoking on
endothelial function and wall thickness of brachial artery.
Circ J. 2004;68:1123–1126.
3. Holay MP, Paunikar NP, Joshi PP, Sahasrabhojney VS, Tankhiwale SR. Effect of passive smoking on endothelial function
in healthy adults. J Assoc Physicians India. 2004;52:114–
117.
4. Leone A. Cigarette smoking and health of the heart. J R Soc
Health. 1995;115:354–355.

Downloaded from iovs.arvojournals.org on 09/29/2020

IOVS j January 2014 j Vol. 55 j No. 1 j 410
5. Hubbard LD, Brothers RJ, King WN, et al. Methods for
evaluation of retinal microvascular abnormalities associated
with hypertension/sclerosis in the Atherosclerosis Risk in
Communities Study. Ophthalmology. 1999;106:2269–2280.
6. Wang JJ, Liew G, Klein R, et al. Retinal vessel diameter and
cardiovascular mortality: pooled data analysis from two older
populations. Eur Heart J. 2007;28:1984–1992.
7. Wong TY, Klein R, Nieto FJ, et al. Retinal microvascular
abnormalities and 10-year cardiovascular mortality: a population-based case-control study. Ophthalmology. 2003;110:
933–940.
8. Ikram MK, de Jong FJ, Vingerling JR, et al. Are retinal
arteriolar or venular diameters associated with markers for
cardiovascular disorders? The Rotterdam Study. Invest
Ophthalmol Vis Sci. 2004;45:2129–2134.
9. Kifley A, Wang JJ, Cugati S, Wong TY, Mitchell P. Retinal
vascular caliber, diabetes, and retinopathy. Am J Ophthalmol. 2007;143:1024–1026.
10. Klein R, Sharrett AR, Klein BE, et al. Are retinal arteriolar
abnormalities related to atherosclerosis? The Atherosclerosis
Risk in Communities Study. Arterioscler Thromb Vasc Biol.
2000;20:1644–1650.
11. Klein R, Klein BE, Moss SE, et al. Retinal vascular
abnormalities in persons with type 1 diabetes: the Wisconsin
Epidemiologic Study of Diabetic Retinopathy: XVIII. Ophthalmology. 2003;110:2118–2125.
12. Research plan for RERF Adult Health Study, Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, RP2-75. Available at: http://www.rerf.jp/programs/
rparchiv_e/rp2-75.htm. Accessed June 2012.
13. Parr JC, Spears GF. Mathematic relationships between the
width of a retinal artery and the widths of its branches. Am J
Ophthalmol. 1974;77:478–483.
14. Weinstock MA, Colditz GA, Willett WC, Stampfer MJ, Rosner
B, Speizer FE. Recall (report) bias and reliability in the
retrospective assessment of melanoma risk. Am J Epidemiol.
1991;133:240–245.
15. Olson DE, Rhee MK, Herrick K, Ziemer DC, Twombly JG,
Phillips LS. Screening for diabetes and pre-diabetes with
proposed A1C-based diagnostic criteria. Diabetes Care.
2010;33:2184–2189.
16. Yamada M, Wong FL, Kodama K, Sasaki H, Shimaoka K,
Yamakido M. Longitudinal trends in total serum cholesterol
levels in a Japanese cohort, 1958-1986. J Clin Epidemiol.
1997;50:425–434.
17. Preston DL, Pierce DA, Shimizu Y, et al. Effect of recent
changes in atomic bomb survivor dosimetry on cancer
mortality risk estimates. Radiat Res. 2004;162:377–389.
18. Zeger SL, Liang KY. Longitudinal data analysis for discrete and
continuous outcomes. Biometrics. 1986;42:121–130.
19. Furukawa K, Preston DL, Lonn S, et al. Radiation and
smoking effects on lung cancer incidence among atomic
bomb survivors. Radiat Res. 2010;174:72–82.
20. Sun C, Liew G, Wang JJ, et al. Retinal vascular caliber, blood
pressure, and cardiovascular risk factors in an Asian
population: the Singapore Malay Eye Study. Invest Ophthalmol Vis Sci. 2008;49:1784–1790.
21. Kifley A, Wang JJ, Cugati S, Wong TY, Mitchell P. Retinal
vascular caliber and the long-term risk of diabetes and
impaired fasting glucose: the Blue Mountains Eye Study.
Microcirculation. 2008;15:373–377.
22. Wong TY, Kamineni A, Klein R, et al. Quantitative retinal
venular caliber and risk of cardiovascular disease in older
persons: the Cardiovascular Health Study. Arch Intern Med.
2006;166:2388–2394.

Smoking Effect on Venular Caliber
23. Liew G, Wang JJ, Mitchell P, Wong TY. Retinal vascular
imaging: a new tool in microvascular disease research. Circ
Cardiovasc Imaging. 2008;1:156–161.
24. Wong TY, Islam FM, Klein R, et al. Retinal vascular caliber,
cardiovascular risk factors, and inflammation: the multiethnic study of atherosclerosis (MESA). Invest Ophthalmol
Vis Sci. 2006;47:2341–2350.
25. Sun C, Wang JJ, Mackey DA, Wong TY. Retinal vascular
caliber: systemic, environmental, and genetic associations.
Surv Ophthalmol. 2009;54:74–95.

Downloaded from iovs.arvojournals.org on 09/29/2020

IOVS j January 2014 j Vol. 55 j No. 1 j 411
26. Tam A, Morrish D, Wadsworth S, Dorscheid D, Man SF, Sin
DD. The role of female hormones on lung function in
chronic lung diseases. BMC Womens Health. 2011;11:24.
27. Perkins KA, Donny E, Caggiula AR. Sex differences in
nicotine effects and self-administration: review of human
and animal evidence. Nicotine Tob Res. 1999;1:301–315.
28. Rose JE, Behm FM, Levin ED. Role of nicotine dose and
sensory cues in the regulation of smoke intake. Pharmacol
Biochem Behav. 1993;44:891–900.

