
Statement of Retraction: Anderson, D.E., et al.
“Electrophysiological Evidence for Failures of Item
Individuation in Crowded Visual Displays” and

“Polymorphisms in the 5-HTTLPR Gene
Mediate Storage Capacity of Visual

Working Memory”

By the request of the authors, the following two research
articles will be retracted from the Journal of Cognitive
Neuroscience:

1. Anderson, D. E., Ester, E. F., Klee, D., Vogel, E. K., &
Awh, E. (2014). Electrophysiological evidence for fail-
ures of item individuation in crowded visual displays.
Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience, 26(10), 2298–
2309. https://dx.doi.org/10.1162/jocn_a_00649.

2. Anderson, D. E., Bell, T. A., & Awh, E. (2012). Poly-
morphisms in the 5-HTTLPR gene mediate storage
capacity of visual working memory. Journal of Cogni-
tive Neuroscience, 24(5), 1069–1076. https://dx.doi.
org/10.1162/jocn_a_00207.

On August 1, 2015, the Office of Research Integrity
(ORI) announced a settlement agreement with David E.
Anderson, the Respondent (http://ori.hhs.gov/content/

case-summary-anderson-david). On the basis of the Re-
spondent’s admission and an analysis by the University
of Oregon, ORI concluded that the Respondent had
engaged in research misconduct by falsifying and/or
fabricating data in four publications. Those publications
were retracted immediately after the release of the ORI
findings.

Since that time, additional problems have been discov-
ered with Article 1 above. Data points shown in Figure 8
were removed without justification and in contradiction
to the analytic approach described in the methods and
results. In light of this discovery and of the previous
ORI findings, authors Bell and Awh no longer have con-
fidence in the integrity of the data in Article 2. For these
reasons, all authors on both articles (including the
Respondent) have agreed to the retraction of Articles 1
and 2 above.

© 2016 Massachusetts Institute of Technology Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience 24:5, pp. 1069–1069
doi:10.1162/jocn_a_00207
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