
Policy Statement—Ritual Genital Cutting of Female
Minors

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) reaffirms its strong oppo-
sition to female genital cutting (FGC) and counsels its members not to
perform such procedures. As typically practiced, FGC can be life-
threatening. Little girls who escape death are still vulnerable to steril-
ity, infection, and psychological trauma.

The AAP does not endorse the practice of offering a “clitoral nick.” This
minimal pinprick is forbidden under federal law and the AAP does not
recommend it to its members.

The AAP is steadfast in its goal of protecting all young girls from the
harms of FGC.
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